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No One Like Jesus 
By Ida A. Guirey 


HERE’S no one like Jesus to com- 
fort the heart 
In time of affliction and grief; 
His tender compassion alone can impart 
The balm that will give us relief. 


A refuge unfailing when trouble is nigh, 
He hears us whenever we call— 
A Friend upon whom we can always 
rely 
To help us whate’er may befall. 


The One who is mighty to save and to 
keep— 
He came from the Glory above, 
And gave His own life to bring back 
the lost sheep . 
Astray from the fold of God’s love. 


Insomnious Blessings 


Do not be frightened by some in- 
somnia. (Yes, that is a rare word in 
the title, but it’s in the dictionary.) It 
can be fertile soil for the seeds of un- 
belief and anxiety sown by the Devil; 
but if you will allow the Spirit of God 
to sow in_it the incorruptible seed of 
the Word of God (1 Pet. 1:23), it will 
bring forth rich fruit. Not long ago a 
Christian worker had a spell of it, after 
a night meeting and a long trip by car 
through the rain when sleep fled dfter 
a short time. On waking he was imme- 
diately tempted to anxiety over a prob- 


lem that is perplexing not only him- 
self, but probably hundreds of other 
Christians throughout the United States. 
But God, in mercy, reminded him of 
Isaiah 26:3 (“Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose ming is stayed on 
thee: because he trusteth in thee”), and 
he began to meditate on it. He remem- 
bered that the promise of peace is to 
one whose mind (or imagination) is 
fixed on God, not on himself or his 
troubles. So he deliberately set his 
mind toward God and His Word and 
determined, by God’s grace, not to give 
place to the Devil. Peace and quiet 
began to come and then other Scrip- 
tures came to mind, such as these: “I 
will bless the Lord, who hath given me 
counsel: my reins also instrugt me in 
the night seasons” (Psa, 16:7); “My soul 
shall be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips: when I remember thee 
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night watches” (Psa. 63:5, 6); “My 
meditation of him shall be sweet: I will 
be glad in the Lord” (Psa. 104:34); “He 
wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth my ear to hear as the learned” 
(Isa. 50:4). Now, he couldn’t remem- 
ber all the words of all these texts, or 
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just where they were, but they came to 
him, little by little, and he knew they 
were in the Word, and that God re- 
membered them. Then he went over 
Cowper’s great hymn, beginning, “God ° 
moves in a mysterious way,” and sev- 
eral others, and each brought its share 
of comfort and quieting thoughts, until 
those still, small hours, without inter- 
ruption, were transformed and filled to 
overflowing with joy and thanksgiving. 
God gave “the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness” (Isa. 61:3). And 
this time of unusual fellowship had its 
enriching influence through the hours 
of a busy day and will long be remem- 
bered. Thus can God turn our trials 
into triumphs, causing the Devil to flee, 
and taking the field entirely for His 
own glorious purposes. It is possible to 
say with the hymn writer (Edward 
Caswall), “When sleep her balm denies, 
My silent spirit sighs May Jesus Christ 
be praised.” David went through the 
whole gamut of human troubles, yet he 
could say: “How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God! how great is 
the sum of them! If I should count 
them, they are more in number than 
the sand: when I awake, I am still with 
thee” (Psa. 139:17, 18). 
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|. Happenings in Wartime Germany 


Translated by the late Ernest Gordon 


Dr. Wilhelm Busch is one of the lead- 
ing evangelicals of present-day Ger- 
many and a powerful preacher. His 
little publication, Licht und Leben, is 
a delight. In it is a-section entitled, 
“Editor, Tell Us a Story.” This nar- 
rates incidents from his long and in- 
teresting life as pastor, hospital chap- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth ‘eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15). 




















lain, and in the German Army. These 
have been collected in a volume entitled 
“A Song in Chaos,” and from this I 
select several which have to do with the 
last war and the Hitler regime. First 
comes “On the Great Highway Through 
Poland.” 


HIS little incident was told me by 

my brother when he was on fur- 

lough during the last war. It was 

the last visit he paid us. His body rests 

somewhere in Russia, awaiting the day 
of resurrection. 

It took place fear the battle line on 
a great Polish trunk road. Our troops 
had halted. They watched with curi- 
osity a group of fugitive Jews pass by. 

There might have been sarcastic flings 
at them, but the misery was so great 
that insults died in the throats of the 
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witnesses. On the other hand, it was 
dangerous to say anything kindly to 
these outcasts. So it was in silence that 
they watched old men drag themselves 
along, others pushing wheelbarrows in 
which they had heaped their few be- 
longings, crying children clinging to the 
skirts of their mothers, and, now and 
then, a larger cart drawn by a half- 
starved horse. 

It was just when an outfit of this kind 
was passing that a wheel suddenly 
broke. The man walking by the beast’s 
side looked at the disaster, said nothing, 
pulled off his coat, and tried to repair 
the break. It was too much of a task 
for a single person. He braced himself 
against the overturned cart with all his 
strength, groaning at the powerlessness 
of his efforts. 

At this two men broke from the ranks 
and came to his aid, my brother with 
an unknown fellow soldier. They were 
both Christians, and the command of 
the Lord weighed on them far more 
than the fear of the consequences of 
their act. For it was certain that this 
would be reported in high places, this 
help of two German soldiers to abhor- 
red Jews. 

Silently the three men united their 
efforts, the other troops looking on also 
silently. The story would have ended 
here if an old woman had not suddenly 
broken out, provoking a dialogue the 
significance of which escaped all who did 
not know the Bible. Perched on the top 
of the cart and struggling to keep hold 
of her imperiled baggage, she began to 
lament with piercing voice. It grew 
louder and louder, an explosion of the 
deepest despair, 

“Oh, why must we always wander, we 
Jews, wander without end and without 
country?” Hardly have we found one 
than it is snatched from us. We are 
obliged to wander, to wander endlessly. 
Our ancestors were pursued, so were 
our fathers, so are we and our sons, 
always wandering! No respite! When 
at last shall we find a fatherland?” 

Then my brother’s unknown comrade 
stood up and replied gravely: 

“You will find it in the day when 
Jehovah shall reunite you anew in the 
land of Canaan, the country of your an- 
cestors.” 

The woman, still standing up, re- 
plied, “How can that be? How can our 
people, scattered over all countries, be 
again reassembled?” ‘ 

The soldier answered in the same 
calm voice: 

“How can that come to pass? Just 
as formerly when Jehovah brought your 
fathers out of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage, by the power of His out- 
stretched arm. But you must first seek 
the Lord and wait on Him.” 

Then he went to work again, and in 
a little time the cart was en route. 

The detachment of troops had watched 
their two comrades in silence. Perhaps 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a glimmer of light had reached them to 
the effect that the history of the world 
is made not by the talk of men but by 
an invisible hand which has ordained 
it according to a hidden plan. 

(See Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 
26.) . 





God has at times strange mouthpieces. 
Dr. Luke in his Gospel tells of a con- 
demned murderer who, at the moment 
of his death and from the height of his 
scaffold, preached a sermon of unex- 
ampled penetration. 

And one reads of that veritable don- 
key with four hoofs who spoke to man. 
Many have no faith in this story. As 
for myself, I believe it, for I know that 
God occasionally chooses unlooked-for 
witnesses to His truth. 

Of these last I have one particularly 
profound impression. It was a great 
shell of a building. It was dead. But 
I never pass it without its appearing 
to address a message to me, and I am 


certain that, on a certain night, it spoke 


in its way to hundreds of people and 
until dawn. 

This strange preaching edifice towers 
in the middle of a noisy and populous 
district of the Ruhr. The Jews must 
have been very numerous and very rich 
to have built such an imposing syna- 
gogue. It is surmounted by an immense 
cupola of gray stone. I once entered it. 
The magnificence of the: interior 
matched the grandiose exterior. One 
could see that all had been designed 
and executed by a great artist. 

Then came the terrible day, the re- 
membrance of which will remain for 
centuries as a blot on our German his- 
tory, when the German people suddenly 
forgot that Luther and Kant and Bach 
and Goethe were theirs, only to bounce 
back into the Middle Ages. The mob 
pillaged Jewish stores, ravaged their 
homes, beat up and shot innocent peo- 
ple. A band of criminals invaded this 
synagogue and set fire’ to it. Every- 
thing burnable was burned. All that re- 
mained at the end was the giant and 
bare cupola, 

Then it was that this surviving build- 
ing began to be embarrassing. It no 
longer spoke, but its funereal silence 
troubled people’s peace of mind. The 
loud-speakers -in their broadcasts pro- 
claimed the German “will to culture,” 
yet one could ever see this building on 
whose portal was still to be read, “My 
house shal] be a house of prayer for 
all people.” Walls were blackened by 
fire and windows reduced to gaping 
openings. There was a general demand 
for its demolition, but it never came 
about. It almost seemed as if they 
dared not take this immense and taci- 
turn vestige in hand. As for the syna- 
gogue itself, it remained silent, silent, 
as if awaiting the time when it should 
speak again. 
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And that time came. It differed in 
no way at first from other days in the 
great city. Merchants went to their 
offices, housekeepers attended to their 
washing or to the queues before the 
shops in which provisions were more 
and more scarce, miners went down into 
the coal mines. In brief, just an ordi- 

(Continued on page 97) 





Notes on Open Letters 
The Gift Subscription Fund 


It was very kind of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Trmes to offer yet another 
year’s subscription to this faithful 
journal. And the fact that your letter 
is mimeographed proves that there are 
a lot of us who receive the paper free, 
though I don’t remember seeing any 
appeals for this fund whereby so 
many of us on the various mission 
fields can receive free copies. 

Though you don’t make many ap- 
peals for funds, and you don’t. give 
much publicity to the fact that you are 
sending out so many copies free, yet 
the Lord knows. God is no man’s 
debtor. What you are now doing for 
His sake, remembering us who are 
far away, and who are not in a posi- 
tion to pay for our subscriptions, will 
be repaid to you a hundredfold in 
spiritual blessings and grace to keep 
you faithful in the Way, that your 
paper will never swerve from that 
path its founders decided upon—and 
which you have so faithfully followed 
—showing the glorious plan of re- 
demption, making that way plain to 
others, and magnifying the name of 
Him who accomplished our salvation, 
bearing our sins in His own body on 
the tree; pointing men everywhere to 
Christ Jesus as the only means of 
grace and salvation from sin, and ex- 
alting His name in testimony and 
faithful witness before all men. God 
has honored your witness and I pray 
you shall be found steadfast and faith- 
ful at His coming, who gave you this 
trust. 

Yes, I certainly would like to accept 
your: kind offer of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for another year, and I thank 
you very much indeed.—A .reader in 
Brazil. 

THe Sunpay Scnoot Times maintains 
a Gift Subscription Fund, to which 
readers make contributions, and which 
enables the Company to send the paper 
to missionaries and other deserving 
Christians who cannot subscribe to it. 
The letter from the appreciative reader 
in Brazil, who often writes to the Edi- , 
tors, is only a sample of many similar 
letters from the ends of the earth ex- 
pressing thanks for the Trues. The 
Fund is low at present, and any readers 
who fee] led to help extend the minis- 
try of the paper in this way may send 
their gifts, designated for the Gift Sub- 
scription Fund, to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian? 


What may we believe as to the Great Emancipator’s 
relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ? 


a St. Louis, Alton, and Chicago R.R. 
train rumbled into downtown Chi- 
cago (population then 109,263). No 
crowd was on hand to welcome the 
gaunt, somber 6 feet.4 inches of mus- 
cular manhood aboard, who, two weeks 
earlier, had been elected President of 
the United States, Abraham Lincoln. 
Political conferences and a public re- 
ception naturally followed. But three 
days later, on Sunday morning, Novem- 
ber 25, 1860, Lincoln attended St. James 
Episcopal Church in the morning, and 
visited D. L. Moody’s Sunday school in 
the afternoon. Moody’s noisy street 
urchins were then meeting in North 
Market Hall, a forerunner of today’s 
great Moody Memorial Church. (Inci- 
dentally, North Market Hall also dou- 
bled as 8th Ward Republican head- 
quarters.) 
A month before this, the Sunday 
school had celebrated its first anniver- 
sary in that building. Yet it already 
had made such an impact throughout 
the Midwest that Lincoln accepted the 
invitation of John V. Farwell, merchant 
prince and early superintendent of the 
Sunday school, to visit it, on the condi- 
tion that he not be asked to make a 
speech. He had made or written five 
in the last few days, and, at his public 
reception on Friday, he had shaken 
hands with “a constant stream of vis- 
itors.” 


His Words to Moody’s Sunday School 

As the tall, gangly President-elect was 
about to leave, Moody, with his charac- 
teristic boldness, said to the Sunday 
school, “If Mr. Lincoln desires to say a 
word as he goes out, of course all ears 
will be open.” Mr. Lincoln continued 
on his way, but, as he reached the cen- 
ter of the hall, he suddenly stopped and 
addressed the hundreds of children with 
great tenderness. He closed by saying, 
“With close attention to your teachers, 
and hard work to put into practice what 
you learn from them, some one of you 
may also become President of the 
United States in due time like myself, 
since you have had better opportunities 
than I had.”1 

From the very time that Lincoln en- 
tered public life, his Christian faith has 
been: one of the most debated questions 
in the vast literature that has arisen 
around this great American leader, 
whose birthday (February 12), as well 
as D. L. Moody’s (February 5), is cele- 
brated this month. Even in recent 
years, Lincoln has been attacked as an 
infidel, an atheist, a deist, or a Univer- 
salist. 


I’ WAS a cold fall day in 1860 when 


While nothing in Lincoln’s own 
words has been found to establish 
the fact that he was born again, 
there is considerable indirect evi- 
dence to show that, in later life at 
least, he was a true believer. Mr. 
DeRemer, of the Promotion Depart- 
ment of Moody Bible Institute, mar- 
Shals this evidence. He desires to 
acknowledge the help of Dr. Elgin 
S. Moyer, Moody Bible Institute 
librarian and church historian, in 
preparing his material. 








Exactly what was his relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Lincolniana 
abounds in fine tributes by the Great 
Emancipator to religious faith, the Bible, 
divine providence, and guidance. Yet 
in his early days, Lincoln is said to 
have entertained skeptical views con- 
cerning Christianity. Nevertheless, later 
in life, “Mr. Lincoln, especially after 
entering the White House, experienced 
a great change in his own heart and 
came definitely to believe in Christ as 
the Son of God and his Saviour.” 2 

William Johnson traces the develop- 
ment of Lincoln’s religious life in this 
way: ; 

1809-1818—his mother’s spiritual train- 

ing; 

1818-1831—drifting; 

1831-1835—questioning; 

1835-1848—indifference; 

1848-1858—honest seeking; 

1858-1862—great soul coming into full 
fellowship with his Master; 

1862-1865—true follower of Jesus 
Christ, with his last months 
marked by a deepening of 
his spiritual life.3 

Much has been said about Lincoln's 
humble origin. His parents were mem- 
bers of the Little Mound Baptist Church, 
near Elizabethtown, Ky. When Lincoln 
was seven, the family moved to the 
neighborhood of Gentryville, Ind. There 
Abe and his father helped erect the first 
building of the Pigeon Creek Baptist 
Church.4 The family altar, including 
daily Bible reading and prayer, was 
an integral part of their home5 It 
was only natural, therefore, that the 
Bible and “Pilgrim’s Progress” were 
among the principal books Lincoln is 
known to have read in early life.6 Much 
of the Bible he committed to memory, 
and his mind and heart were greatly 
influenced by its teachings. Lincoln’s 
famous statement, “All that I am, all 
that I hope to be, I owe to my angel 
mother,” could well be an eloquent 
tribute to his early religious training. 


By BERNARD R. DeREMER 


Throughout his life, Lincoln was a 
lover and reader of the Bible, which 
constantly influenced his speaking and 
writing. In fact, after 1857, he seldom 
made a speech without one or more quo- 
tations from the Bible, which he de- 
scribed as “the best gift God has given 
to man.”7 

Captain Mix, at one time the com- 
mander of Lincoln’s bodyguard, was fre- 
quently invited to breakfast with the 
family. “Many times,” said he, “have 
I listened to our most eloquent preach- 
ers, but never with the same feeling of 
awe and reverence as when our Chris- 
tian President, his arm around his son, 
with his deep earnest tone, each morn- 
ing, read a chapter from the Bible.” 8 

Privately and publicly, Lincoln was a 
man of prayer, especially during the 
dark and crucial days of the Civil War. 
On innumerable occasions he asked peo- 
ple to pray for him, and expressed ap- 
preciation for the intercession of others. 

While most authorities agree that Lin- 
coln was not a member of any church; 
he was a regular church attendant. 
After moving to Springfield, Il., he wor- 
shiped in the First Presbyterian Church 
there, and, in Washington, he attended 
the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, not only the Sunday services, 
but also the midweek prayer meeting.® 

Yet I have failed to find in Lincoln’s 
owp words a clear testimony that he 
was a born-again believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Perhaps the nearest thing 
to it is an item headed, “Reply to an 
Illinois Clergyman,” without any fur- 
ther details: + 


“Yes, I Do Love Jesus” 

“When I left Springfield, I asked the 
people to pray for me. I was not a 
Christian. When I buried my son, the 
severest trial of my life, I was not a 
Christian. But when I went to Gettys- 
burg, and saw the graves of thousands 
of our soldiers, I then and there conse- 
crated myself to Christ. Yes, I do love 
Jesus.” 10 

Coupled with this, the testimony of 
others seems to indicate that he actually 
had saving. faith in Christ. Here are 
two examples: : 

The Rev. J. A. Reed, in quoting a let- 
ter from Noah Brooks, then a New York 
Tribune correspondent, says: 

“In order that his [Brooks’s] testi- 
mony may be fully appreciated, I will 
here state, on the authority of a mutual 
friend, that ‘Mr. Brooks is himself an 
earnest Christian man, and had the ap- 
pointment of private secretary to the 
President, to which office he would 








84 (4) 


have acceded had Mr. Lincoln lived. He 
Was so intimate with the President that 
he visited him socially at times when 
others were refused admission, : . 
spending evenings with him, reading to 
him, and conversing with him freely on 
social and religious topics, and in my 
opinion knows. more of the secret inner 
life and religious views of Mr. Lincoln, 
at least during the term of his presi- 
dency than any man living.” 

Mr. Brooks’s letter of December 31, 
1872, to Mr. Reed follows: 

“In addition to what has appeared 
from my pen, I will state that I have 
had many conversations with Mr, Lin- 
coln, which were more or less of a re- 
ligious character, and while I never 
tried to draw anything like a statement 
of his views from him, yet he freely 
expressed himself to me as having ‘a 
hope of blessed immortality through 
Jesus Christ.’ His views seemed to set- 
tle so naturally around that statement, 
that I considered no other necessary. 
His language seemed not that of an in- 
quirer, but of one who had a prior, 
settled belief in the fundamental doc- 
trines of the Christian religion. Once 
or twice, speaking to me of the change 
which had come upon him, he said, 
while he could not fix any definite time, 
yet it was after he came here, and I am 
very positive that in his own mind he 
identified it with about the time of 
Willie’s death. He said, too, that after 
he went to the White House, he kept 
up the habit of daily prayer. Some- 
times he said it was only ten words, 
but those ten words he had. There is 
no possible reason to suppose that Mr. 
Lincoln would ever deceive me as to 
his religious sentiments. In many eon- 
versations with him, I absorbed the firm 
conviction that Mr. Lincoln was at heart 
a Christian man, believed in the Sav- 
iour, and was seriously considering the 
step which would formall¥ connect him 
with the visible church on earth, Cer- 
tainly any suggestion as to Mr: Lincoln’s 
skepticism or infidelity, to me who knew 
him intimately from 1862 till the time 
of his death, is a monstrous fiction—a 
shocking perversion.” 11 

Dr. Phineas D. Gurley, Mr. Lincoln’s 
pastor while President, said: 

“IT have had frequent and intimate con- 
versations with him [Lincoln] on the 
subject of the Bible and the Christian 
religion, when he could have had no 
motive to deceive me, and I considered 
him sound, not only on the truth of the 
Christian religion, but on all its fun- 
damental doctrines and teaching. And, 
more than that, in the latter days of 
his chastened and weary life, after the 
death of his son Willie, and his visit 
to the battlefield of Gettysburg, he said, 
with tears in his eyes, that he had lost 
confidence in everything but God, and 
that he now believed his heart was 
charged and that he loved the Saviour, 
and if he was not deceived in himself, 
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it was his intention soon to make a pro- 
fession of religion.” 12 

In assessing a man’s spiritual life, it 
is of supreme importance to know his 
final rational words, thoughts, judg- 
ments. Dr. N. W. Miner, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Springfield, and 
an intimate acquaintance of Lincoln, 
said that, not long. before his last 
moments, Lincoln, in conversation with 
Mrs. Lincoln about his future plans, and 
what he wanted to do when his term of 
office expired, said that he “wanted to 
visit the Holy Land and see the places 
hallowed by the footprints of the Sav- 
iour.” 13 

CHICAGO, 





Most of the books mentioned in the foot- 
notes shown below are out of print. How- 
ever, some of them may be consulted in pub- 
lic libraries. 

1“Early Recollections of Dwight L. Moody,” 
p. 9. By John V. Farwell. (Winona Pub. Co., 
Chicago, 1907.) 

2“The Increasing Peril,” p. 30. By Dr. Wil- 
bur M. Smith. (Van Kampen Press, Chicago, 
1947.) 
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8 “Abraham Lincoln, the Christian,” pp. 
190, 191. By the Rev William J. Johnson. 
(Eaton & Mains, New York, 1913.) 

*“Was Lincoln a Real Christian?” By Dr. 
James DeForest Murch. (“Evangelical Bea- 
con & Evangelist,” Feb. 10, 1953, pp. 1-5.) 

5 Johnson, op. cit., pp. 21, 22. 

®“Dictionary of American Biography,” Vol. 
XI, p. 243. (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York 
17; 22 vols., $184.) 

7Johnson, op. cit., pp. 156, 157. 

8 Ibid., p. 156. 

*Ibid., pp. 13-15, 167. 

10**The Lincoln Memorial: Album-Immor- 
telles,” p. 336. Collected and edited by Os- 
born H. Oldroyd. (G. W. Carleton & Cb., New 
York, 1883.) 

u“The Later Life and Religious Senti- 
ments of Abraham Lincoln.” By the Rev. JNA. 
Reed. (“Scribner’s Monthly,” July, 1873, pp. 
339, 340.) 

13 Tbid., p. 339. 

8 Tbid., p. 343. 


The author states that he found no refer- 
ence to personal salvation in “Collected 
Works of Abraham Lincoln,” a monumental 
and carefully indexed collection of Lincoln’s 
unpublished writings and speeches. (Rutgers 
University Press, New Brunswick, N. J., 1953; 
9 vols., $115.) 


Il. Experiences of Missionaries Among Mormons 


Good results from clear Bible teaching rather than argument 


SPECIAL edition of the Bible has 

been published by the “Re-organ- 
ized Church of Jesus Christ of the Lat- 
ter Day Saints” called the “Inspired 
Version,” a “new corrected version.” 

This “version” has close connection 
with the eighth Article of Faith of the 
Mormons wherein they state their be- 
lief in the Bible as the Word of God, 
as far as it has been correctly trans- 
lated. To any argument on which ver- 
sion or translation is correct, the usual 
reply from a Mormon is that the 
Authorized Version or any other, is un- 
reliable, since “we cannot know if it is 
faithful to the original languages.” The 
“Inspired Version” is, therefore, the 
only version that’ can be trusted. This 
would be their logical conclusion. 

A cursory examination of the so- 
called “Inspired Version,”. however, is 
a shocking disappointment.. All of the 
books of the Bible are there, except 
the Song of Solomon, with the same 
number of chapters in each book, and 
the same number of verses in each 
chapter. But how different are many 
thoughts found in some verses! 

It will be impossible to point out the 
many abuses that have been perpetrated 
upon the text of Scripture in this “In- 
spired Version.” One would not need 
to be a student of either Hebrew or 
Greek to notice the difference in. the 
construction of verses found here and 
there. But comparing Genesis, Chap- 
ter One, with the Hebrew text, even a 
student vaguely familiar with Hebrew 
will notice that the “Inspired Version” 





By HAROLD A. DeGROFF 


is really a “perversion” in many re- 
spects, yet with enough truth presented 
in the creation account to deceive the 
average reader. 

Turning to the New Testament, much 
of what is found in the Gospels is the 
same as one would find in any other 
translation, except that in some in- 
stances there are additions to the. word- 
ing of some verses. As an example, the 
Gospel of John begins with: “In the 
beginning was the gospel preached 
through the Son. And the gospel was 
the word, and the word was with the 
Son,.and the Son was with God, and the 
Son was of God.” 

If one would endeavor to find verses 
with which to point a sinner to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the task is not difficult, 
to be sure. There are many verses 
that center around what Christ is: and 


what He has done, which have not been ° 


tampered with. Some additions have 
been made to salvation verses often 
used by personal workers, which. are 
not warranted by the original Greek, 
as, for example, John 3:36: “And he 
who believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life; and shall receive of his ful- 
ness. But he who believeth not the 
Son, shall not receive of his fulness; 
for the wrath of God is upon him.” 

It is our conviction that where such 
liberties have been taken with the Word 
of God, there is no basis on which a 
Mormon elder or bishop can expect the 
Holy Spirit to give His approval. More- 
over, Christ is denied His pre-eminence 
as the very Son of God, and One with 
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the Father, in the writings of some of 
the leaders of the movement. 

In “What the Mormons Think of 
Christ,” by Elder Bruce R. McConkie of 
the Mormon cult, is the following: 

“Christ is the Firstborn. Obviously 
he did not have this distinction as per- 
taining to his birth into mortality, for 
many millions preceded him in birth 
upon this earth. ‘ 

“But it must not be forgotten, how- 
ever little the doctrine is known and 
believed in the present so-called Chris- 
tian world, that all men lived in a pre- 
existent estate before they were born 
into this world; all were born in pre- 
existence as the spirit children of the 
Father. Christ was the Firstborn Spirit 
Child, and from the day forward he has 
had, in all things the pre-eminence. 

“ . . Christ, the Word, the Firstborn, 
had, of course, attained unto the status 
of Godhood while yet in pre-existence” 
(italics ours). 

There is more of this in the above- 
named booklet, but it would be tedious 
to the reader to try to discuss every 
thought expressed by this writer. Need- 
less to say, Christ is denied His eternal 
co-existence with God; He is, in effect, 
a created being, and not the one who 
“is before all things, and by him all 
things consist . . .” (Col. 1:17); and 
therefore is not the Eternal “I AM” of 
John 8:58. 

Frankly, I fail to see how the Holy 
Spirit could possibly bring conviction 
where the person of Jesus Christ is not 
given His rightful place, both with re- 
spect to His finished work on the cross, 
as well as to His oneness with the 
Father. 

It goes without saying that many Mor- 
mons do not know what the Word of 
God teaches concerning Jesus Christ, 
since a great deal of emphasis is put on 
the history of the Mormon movement, 
the works of Joseph Smith, and the 
good deeds that Mormons are supposed 
to do to merit salvation. Most Mor- 
mons with whom we have talked have 
admitted they cannot know whether 
they are saved, or not. According to 
one of their writers, Melvin J. Ballard, 
“works” are what are needed to gain 
merit and acceptance into the Celes- 
tial Kingdom. Mr. Ballard, speaking 
before an audience in the Ogden (Utah) 
Tabernacle on September 22, 1922, said 
in part: 

“It makes little difference in one re- 
spect whether a man has a faith or not, 
or what his persuasion may be. It is 
not his profession that will bring him 

salvation; it is his works, his faith and 
his devotion and his ability to comply 
with the terms and conditions God has 
provided for man’s salvation, but every 
man that does good is drawing toward 
God no matter what his faith is. That 


is true, therefore, whichever road he 
(Continued in third column) 
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“Doe the Nexte Thynge” 


ROM an old English parsonage, 
Down by the sea, 
There came in the twilight, 

A message to me; 
Its quaint Saxon legend, 
Deeply engraven, 
Hath, as it seems to me, 
Teaching from Heaven. 
And on through the hours 
The quiet words ring, 
Like a low inspiration— 
“Doe the Nexte Thynge.” 


Many a questioning, 
Many a fear, 
Many a doubt 
Hath its quieting here. 
Moment by moment, 
Let down from Heaven, 
Time, opportunity, 
Guidance are given. 
Fear not tomorrows, 
Child of the King, 
Trust them with Jesus, 
“Doe the Nexte Thynge.” 


Oh, He would have thee, 

Daily more free, 
Knowing the might 

Of the royal decree; 
Ever in waiting, 

Glad for His call, 
Tranquil in suffering, 

Trusting through all. 
Comings and goings, 

No turmoil need bring; 
His all thy future— 

“Doe the Nexte Thynge.” 


Do it immediately; 
Do it with prayer; 
Do it reliantly, 
Casting all care; 
Do it with reverence, 
Tracing His hand 
Who placed it before thee 
- With earnest command. 
Stayed on Omnipotence, 
Safe ’neath His wing, 
Leave all resultings— 
“Doe the Nexte Thynge.” 


Looking to Jesus, 
Ever serener, 

(Working or suffering) 
Be thy demeanor; 

In the shade of His presence, 
The rest of His calm, 

The light of His countenance, 
Live out thy psalm. 

Strong in His faithfulness, 
Praise Him and sing, 

Then—as He beckons thee— 
“Doe the Nexte Thynge.” 





“Doe the Nexte Thynge” 

This unusual old poem has a helpful 
message for all Christian workers. The 
name of the author is not known, and, 
unfortunately, it is out of print, but it was 
published: as a leaflet some time ago by the 
Scripture Union, 103 St. Clair Ave. W., 
Toronto. 
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travels, according to the amount of good 
he does, he is adJancing toward the 
great goal, toward God and toward sal- 
vation in His kingdom.” 

Every Mormon believes to a certain 
extent that he may eventually become 
as God is. This is according to a say- 
ing of theirs that states very simply, 
“As man is God once was, and as God 
is man may become.” Very few hope 
to attain unto it, since it is so far be- 
yond their reach that every effort seems 
hopeless. 

Our good friend, Harry McGimsey, 
heading up what is known as the Bap- 
tist Tract Society of Phoenix, Arizona, 
has published a number of tracts being 
used to reach Mormons. Included in his 
list of tracts is one entitled, “Mormon- 
ism Could Not Save Me, But the Lord 
Jesus Christ Did.” This is the testi- 
mony of Mrs. Betty A. McGill, who was 
born into a Mormon family. Mrs. Mc- 
Gill failed to find peace and satisfac- 
tion all the years she lived in Mor- 
monism, “NEVER, in all this time,” 
writes Mrs. McGill, “did I know what 
the Bible had to say on the matter [of 
salvation], and it was not until I was 26 
years old that I came to a knowledge 
of the truth and the Lord saved me!” 

To anyone anticipating the opportu- 
nity of working among Mormons, the 
field is “white already to harvest.” And 
indeed, “the labourers are few.” Sea- 
soned missionaries returning from years 
on the foreign field, and wishing to find 
a place to witness, have admitted they 
found working in Mormon territory 
more difficult than anything they ex- 
perienced in foreign fields. But there 
are results. They are gathered one by 
one, here and there, through’ patient, 
loving effort on the part of consecrated 
Christians, who have a sincere desire 
to win their loved ones to Christ, from 
this strange cult that has swallowed up 
more than a million people in the brief 
span of its existence. Some of these 
Christians have been in Mormonism 
themselves; and, finding that it did not 
satisfy their longing for assurance, they 
turned from it to find eventually that 
Christ can save, and that they can know 
they have eternal life. 

We believe that arguments against the 
false beliefs of Mormonism will do lit- 
tle to persuade one to turn from this 
maze of truth and error. Consistent 
Bible teaching, with a strong emphasis 
on the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
has accomplished the salvation of one 
here, and another there. It was our 
privilege to conduct a series of Bible 
studies in the little town of Soda 
Springs, Idaho, in November, 1953. This 
is in a strong Mormon community, just 
about 100 miles north of Salt Lake City. 
We found that calling attention to what 
the Bible has to say for itself was a 
strong wedge in opening the minds of 
the few who attended these studies. 


(Continued on page 98) 
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LESSON 7.._ FEBRUARY 17. PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 


Matthew 13; printed text, verses 31-35, 44-52 


Golden Text.—The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeki 
great price, went and sold all that he had, and 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but wheg it 
is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh 
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof. . 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

34 All these things’ spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will 
utter things which have been kept secret from the founda- 
tion of the world. 


44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure 
hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and 


goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of 
ught it.—Matt. 13:45, 46 


45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant 
man, seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pear! of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 

50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood al] these 
things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 

52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which 
is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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buyeth that field. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE rumblings of coritroversy which 
we noted in last week’s lesson be- 
come a veritable roar in chapter 
12, in which our Lord is seen engaged 
in one conflict after another with His 
critics. First He is attacked on the 
Sabbath question (vs. 1-21). Then He 
is found answering the accusation of 
being empowered by the prince of de- 
mons (vs, 22-37). Following this He is 
challenged io give a sign, and deals 
with that whole question (vs. 38-45). 
At the end of the chapter the rift cre- 
ated by the misunderstanding and un- 
belief, of His own brothers comes into 
view (vs. 48-50). 

All this conflict must have raised 
doubts in the minds of the disciples, 
both the inner company and the larger 
group, who doubtless had anticipated 
brilliant and undisputed triumphs. It 
was time, therefore, to reveal the true 
nature of the progress of the Kingdom, 
and to show that it would be marked by 
constant conflict and opposition. That 
is the theme of chapter 13, the third 
great body of teaching in Matthew’s 
Gospel. 

The method which our Lord used to 
impart this revelation was the parabolic 
method. Four of the eight parables in the 
chapter were spoken beside the sea, in 
the hearing of the multitude—the Four 


Soils (vs, 3-9, 18-23), the Two Seeds (vs. 
24-30, 36-43), the Mustard Seed, and the 
Leaven (vs. 32-33). The other four 
were spoken in the house, to the dis- 
ciples alone—the Treasure (v. 44), the 
Pearl (vs. 45, 46), the Dragnet (vs. 47- 
50), and the Householder (v. 52). All 
but the last strike the note of conflict, 
antagonism, and toil. 

Our lesson includes the six shorter 
parables, whose interpretation is not 
given, but may be deduced from our 
Lord’s own interpretation of the first 
two. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 13:31, 32.—“‘Another parable... 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
grain of mustard seed ...” Probably 
the Black Mustard, which under favor- 
able conditions grows as tall as “a horse 
and its rider,” as Tristram tells us in 
his “Natural History of the Bible.” This 
brings it into the category of trees, so 
far as height goes, and draws linnets 
and other small birds. 


Verse 33.—“Another parable 
leaven, which a woman .. . hid in three 
measures of meal...” See the deliber- 
ate “took, and sowed” in verse 31 and 
“took, and hid” here. There is some 
difference of opinion about the “meas- 
ure.” It may be that the ephah, con- 
taining three measures was used. — 

Verse 34.—“All these things ... in 
parables .. .” Notice that these parables 
were spoken to the multitude. The day 


of controversy seemed to call for this 
type of presentation. 


Verse 35.—“. .. I will open my mouth 
in parables ... things .. . kept secret 
from the foundation of the world.” See 
Psalm 78:2. Who would have foreseen 
that this was a prophecy of our Lord's 
method in His teaching? It is clear in 
the light of fulfillment. 


Verse 44.—“. .. the kingdom . . . like 
unto treasure ...a man hath found... 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field.” Jewish law secured to the owner 
of a field whatever he might find in it. 
The finding here is presented as a 
chance finding, although we _ cannot 
press that in the interpretation. The 
field was bought for the sake of the 
treasure, just as claims are staked for 
the sake of oil, gold, and so on, to be 
found, 

Verse 45.—“. . . like unto a merchant 
man...” Here the merchant is “seek- 
ing.” He is in the pear] business. 

Verse 46.—“. . . found one pearl of 
great price... sold all... and bought 
it.” As in the case of the treasure, the 
finder of the rare pear] makes the full 
sacrifice in order to secure it. 

Verse 47.—“. . . like unto a net... 
gathered of every kind.” The net here 
is the dragnet, calculated to catch every- 
thing in the vicinity. 

Verse 48.—*“. . . gathered the good into 
vessels, but cast the bad away.”. A com- 
mon sight in fishing centers. Size and 
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species would enter into the division. 
Fish lacking scales would be unclean 
to Jewish fishermen (Lev. 11:10). 

Verse 49.—“. . . the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among 
the just.” While the parable shows the 
fishermen doing both operations—catch- 
ing and separating—this touch of inter- 
pretation makes clear that, whatever 
part we may have in the “catching,” we 
have no part in the separating. 

Verse 50.—“. . . cast them into the 
furnace of fire .. . wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth.” Dante did not invent the 


_idea of fiery regions for the iost. Our 


Lord uses this language more than once. 
See verse 42 and 25:41. 

Verse 51.—“. . . Have ye understood 

.. 2?” If they really understood, I have 
some questions I should like to ask 
them! 

Verse 52.—“. . . every scribe ... in- 
structed ... is like .. . an householder, 
which bringeth forth ... new and old.” 
The instructed must become instructors. 
That is our stewardship. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Of the six parables included in our 
lesson portion, four are in pairs, 

The first pair are the Mustard Seed 
and the Leaven. At first these do not 
seem to present the idea of conflict 
which we have said characterizes our 
Lord’s presentation of the progress of 
the Kingdom (see Approach tg the 
Lesson), but only remarkable growth 
and development. Many Bible teachers 
take this latter as the meaning of these 
two parables, and indeed these two 
parables, so interpreted, constituted the 
strong argument of the older post-mil- 
lennial school. However, there are 
other ways of looking at these parables, 
so that the fowls of the air (vs. 4, 19) 
and the leaven (Mark 8:15; 1 Cor. 5:6-8) 
are seen to be evil forces attacking the 
work of God. ° 

The second pair of parables are the 
Treasure and the Pearl. Here again the 
thought of conflict may not seem to be 
so apparent, but in both cases the pre- 
cious thing is secured only at the cost 
of great sacrifice, and not without strug- 
gle. Of course the question here arises, 
whether the seeker and finder is the 
sinner or the Saviour? There are many 
defenders of both views, although it is 
not such a matter of controversy as the 
interpretation of the first pair. Many 
a good Gospel sermon has _ been 
preached on the Pearl of Great Price, 
in which Christ was presented as the 
pearl, to be secured even at the cost of 
all else. I believe, however, that it is 
more in keeping with the picture of the 
whole chapter to see Christ as the one 
who made the great sacrifice to secure 
for Himself “a glorious church, not hav- 
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing” 
(Eph. 5:27). Some, of course, believe 
that Israel, not the church, is in view 
here. 
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; Last Week's Lesson 
6. February 10.—The Warning and 
Invitation of Jesus . Matthew 11 and 12 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 24.—Signs of the Times. 
Matthew 14:1 to 16:12 








The fifth parable in our lesson is the 
Dragnet. It is a companion to the par- 
able of the Wheat and the Darnel, which 
our Lord Himself interprets for us (vs. 
36-43). It presents a mixed multitude, 
drawn together in a strange association 
by the activity of the Gospel. For all 
the care we may take, we cannot be 
certain that all who associate them- 
selves with the church are true be- 
lievers, and the separation is too diffi- 
cult a task for us (see vs. 28, 29). It 
will be done by more able hands. We 
are not forgetting that this parable may 
refer to a further separation at the close 
of the millennium. 

The final parable of the group, that 
of the Householder, teaches us that the 
disciple of Christ is also a teacher. We 
receive instruction so that we may in- 
struct. We are taught that we may 
minister, and the better disciple a man 
is, the better minister will he be. The 
minister who has nothing fresh is the 
disciple who will not learn. 


Topics for Development 

Mustard Seed and Leaven. I offer the 
following reasons for the position that 
these parables are not primarily con- 
cerned with the growth of the Kingdom, 
but with false forces with which it must 
contend. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was characterizing the min- 
istry of our Lord at the time He 
spoke the parables of Matthew 13? 

2. What is the general theme of these 
parables? 

3. How many parables are there in 
this group, and where were they 
spoken? 

4. How are parables 1 and 2 related? 

5. How are the parables of the Tares 
and of the Dragnet related? 

6. Where does our Lord present the 
fowls of the air as representative of 
evil forces? 

7. What is the general significance of 
leaven in the New Testament? 

8. What two views are held with re- 
spect to the finder of the treasure and 
the pearl? . 

9. Which two parables of the group 
depict the great separation of true apd 
false at the consummation? 

10. What principle is taught in the 
parable of the Householder? 


(Answers on page 95) 
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1. The other parables of the series 
make clear that the progress of the 
Kingdom is in the face of antagonism 
which does not let up nor diminish until 
the end of the age. 

2. The parables of the Tares and of 
the Dragnet clearly present a mixed pic- 
ture, with false elements competing 
with the true right to the end. : 

3. Both parables interpreted by our 
Lord put the emphasis on the conflict, 
not on the phenomenal growth or world- 
subduing influence of His Kingdom. 
That suggests a criterion to apply to the 
others. 

4. The figures used are suggestive of 
conflicting forces. Our Lord has al- 
ready introduced the fowls of the air 
as enemies of the Word (vs. 4, 19), and 
leaven is uniformly used as a symbol 
of evil influence. See Mark 8:15; 1 Cor- 
inthians 5:6-8. 

5. Over nineteen centuries of Chris- 
tian testimony have not shown the all- 
conquering advance promised by the 
“growth” interpretation. The explana- 
tion which we hold is true to the facts 
of history. The spurious growth of a 
false Christendom and the evil leaven 
of the world within the sphere of Chris- 
tian profession are too apparent for 
denial. 

Parables. Parables are for revela- 
tion, not for obscuration. By this means 
our Lord was revealing “mysteries” (v. 
11), truths not known before, and which 
the disciples could not have guessed nor 
discovered (vs. 34, 35). But parables 
divide the hearers into two groups, hav- 
ing opposite effects on them. To the 
eyes of faith they are luminous and re- 
vealing; to the eyes of unbelief they are 
dark and incomprehensible (vs. 12-17). 

In seeking the interpretation of par- 
ables, we should keep some simple rules 
in mind: 

1. Look for the special purpose of the 
parable either in the context or within 
the parable itself. 

2. Remember that a parable is in- 
tended to convey one central truth. 

3. Do not read into a parable doc- 
trines which afe beyond its purpose. 

4. Distinguish between the essential 
features of the parable and the local 
color. 

5. Do not make a parable “walk on 
all fours’—that is, do not force every 
detail. 


Outline of the Lesson 
Jesus SPEAKS IN PARABLES (vs. 34, 35) 
1. The parable of the Mustard Seed 
(vs. 31, 32) 
2. The parable of the Leaven (v. 33) 
3. The parable of the Treasure (v. 44) 
4. The parable of the Pear] (vs. 45, 46) 
5. The parable of the Dragnet (vs. 
47-50) 
6. The parable of the Householder 
(vs. 51, 52) ° 
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Practical Applications 

Distinguish between good growth and 
spurious growth. Rank growth will kill 
the plant, while pruning will save it, 

“Purge out... the old leaven, that 
ye may be a new lump, as ye are un- 
leavened” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

Christ accounted that it was worth 
total sacrifice to secure you for Him- 
self. Is He worth the loss of all things 
to you? 

You may be in the “net” of Gospel] 
privilege, but are you a true believer, 
born again by the Spirit of God? Where 
will you be in the day of division? 

Having received, give; having learned, 
teach. 

The way to be a better teacher is to 
be a better disciple. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 13:45, 464—“. . . like unto a mer- 
chant man... found one pearl of great 
price ... sold all... and bought it.” 


Are you after quantity or quality? 
Christ is the Master Merchant, and He 
has set the example of putting quality 
before quantity. The world may offer 
you many “pearls,” but at last they will 
be found to be only paste. Seek the 
true pearl, life in Christ, even if it costs 
you all things (Phil. 3:8), 


Extmuurst, ILL. 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNsS 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” 
“There’s a Great Day Coming” 
“Have You Been to Jesus for the 
Cleansing Power?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy and merciful Father, whose pa- 
tience keeps giving men opportunity 
to repent and be converted, we thank 
Thee that Thou art not willing that any 
should perish. Open our eyes to see 
the destroying power of sin, and help us 
to forsake every evil way and walk 
only in the way of righteousness. Bless 
and use the teaching of Thy Word this 
day to the good of many. Bring soon 
the Kingdom reign of our Lord. To 
the leaders of the nations give wisdom 
and courage to do the right. Spread 
the knowledge of the Gospel to all peo- 
ple and draw many to yield to the Sav- 
iour. Where any are sick, sad, or in 
want, send Thy messengers of mercy 
to them for their relief and comfort, 
For ourselves we pray that we be kept 
from all evil and guided into Thy will 
in all things. Forgive our misdeeds, 
cleanse and purify our hearts, and may 
the joy of the Lord be our strength. 
We ask all in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson carries 
a solemn note in the parable of the 
Dragnet. The sea pictures the restless 
mass of mankind and the net suggests 
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the influence of Christianity. For wher- 
ever the Christian message has gone 
and been received by many it has ex- 
ercised a wide influence over men, even 
over many unconverted. In our own 
land people who make no profession of 
being Christians are yet hemmed in on 
all sides by Christian ideas and influ- 
ences and are more or less drawn along 
by them. But one can be under Chris- 
tian influence and yet not respond to 
the call of Christ, perhaps even actively 
opposing Him. So the parable shows 
“good” and “bad” fish in the net. The 


“y 





GOOD and BAD— 
MINGLED HERE .eytR 


SEPARATED 
good are those who answer Christ’s call 
and fédllow Him. The bad are those 
who, though within the net of Christian 
influence, reject Christ and hinder or 
combat His cause. 

Such a mixture of good and bad has 
been found right along wherever Chris- 
tianity has become established, but a 
day of separation will come. At the 
last the bad fish will be separated from 
the good. . As the fishermen gather the 
good into vessels and cast the bad away, 
“so shall it be at the end of the world: 
the angels shall come forth, and sever 
the wicked from among the just, and 
shall cast them into the furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” These are the words of the 
loving Saviour. He would not have 
spoken them just to frighten people. 
He knew a separation of the wicked 
from the just must and would take 
place beyond this life, and in love and 
mercy has told us before to warn us. 
The wise will respond to His call to re- 
pent and turn to Him, and so be found 
among the good and just at last. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . , the birds of the air come and 
lodge in the branches .. .” (Matt. 13:32). 
—When our Lord interpreted the parable 
of the Sower, He said the fowls which 
came and devoured the seed sown by 
the wayside symbolized “the wicked 
one” (v. 19). 

To be consistent with the Lord’s 
teaching, we must interpret the “birds 
of the air,” mentioned in the parable 
of the Mustard Seed, to be the Wicked 
One and his agents. In fact, Williams 
and Verkuyl actually render the expres- 
sign: “the wild birds.” 

In His exposition of the parable of 
the Sower, the Lord did not say that 
the good seed would fill the field with 
good fruit. And in expounding the par- 
able of the Wheat and Tares, He said 











* bushels. 
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that alongside the wheat—“the children 
of the kingdom”—there would be tares 
—‘“the children of the wicked one” (v. 
38). So, in the parable of the Mustard 
Seed that became a tree, “wild birds” 
are seen nesting in the branches thereof, 

The descriptive accuracy of these 
parables will be seen as we realize that 
the “kingdom of heaven” embraces all 
persons making a profession of Chris- 
tianity—-whether true or false. 

The true Church is a special, called- 
out company of believers (Acts 15:14). 
And although the Church is in the 
kingdom of heaven, it is not that king- 
dom. The kingdom of heaven is much 
larger than the Church. 

The Church which the Lord Jesus 
called “my church” could be called the 
“kingdom of his [God’s] dear Son” (Col. 
1:13). It does not include tares and 
wild birds. 

Since growth is the predominant 
thought in the parable of the Mustard 
Seed, we will say that there has been 
growth on the part of both the good 
and evil elements of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

We thank God for the consistent 
growth of the true Church from the 
small company on the day of Pentecost 
to the millions of genuine believers to- 
day. 

The good seed is the Word of God 
(Luke 8:11). Where that. Word is 
preaghed in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and watered with fervent prayer, 
it will produce genuine fruit. 

I was reading recently of a farmer 
who found a small potato in his pocket 
as he came in from the field. “Here,” 
Said he laughingly to a twelve-year-old 
boy who lived with him, “plant that, 
and you shall have all you can raise 
from it until you are of age.” 

The bright boy cut the potato into 
as many pieces as there were “eyes” 
in it, and planted them. In the autumn 
he dug and laid by the increase and 
planted that in the following spring. 
Next year he planted the larger crop. 
The potatoes grew bountifully and his 
fourth year’s harvest was four hundred 
The farmer asked: to be re- 
leased from his bargain, for he saw the 
boy’s planting would cover all his land! 

On the other hand, there is the in- 
cident of the Scotsman who emigrated 
to California. He brought with him a 
thistle, the national emblem. He 
planted it. Years passed by. Fields for 
a long distance around were cursed with 
thistles! 


“The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven ...” (Matt. 13:33).—In, the pre- 
vious parables we have seen the exter- 
nal condition of the kingdom of heaven. 
In this parable we have the internal 
condition revealed. The woman hid the 
leaven in the meal. Our Lord used 
leaven to indicate evil doctrines and 
practices. See Matthew 16:11; Luke 12: 
1. The Apostle Paul used leaven as a 
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simile of “malice and wickedness” (1 
Cor. 5:6, 7). 

It is amazing how the cultists and 
many others have introduced false and 
evil doctrines into Christendom! We 
praise God for every preacher, teacher, 
and missionary who is earnestly con- 
tending for the faith once for all deliv- 
ered to the saints. 

On the other hand, we mourn when 
person after person asks, almost weep- 
ing, “Where in this city can I go to 
hear the Word of God faithfully 
preached?” 

From the Lord’s question, “When the 
Son of man cometh, shall she find faith on 
the earth?” (Luke 18:8) we conclude 
that conditions are not going to im- 
prove. 


“. .. one pearl of great price... 
(Matt. 13:46).—After the Lord had 
“sent the multitude away, and went into 
the house” (v. 36), He declared unto His 
disciples the significance of the parable 
of the Wheat and Tares. Then He gave 
them the parables of the Treasure and 
the Pearl. 

We look upon the Lord Jesus as the 
merchant who came seeking. He is the 
only one rich enough to buy the field 
which “is the world” (see 2 Cor. 8:9). 
The “treasure” might well represent the 
aggregate of that which is precious in 
His sight—including the group He calls 
“the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

The one pearl of great price could 
portray the Church, which He loved 
and purchased with His blood. 


Wawona, CALlir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we used to have great 

fun on a “treasure hunt.” And it 
was a treasure well worth the effort to 
find, though it might take all day and 
several miles of hectic searching. The 
treasure—likely a Winchester rifle or a 
bicycle’ or a fishing outfit; once it was 
a gold watch. Ata certain hour all the 
searchers gathered at the starting point 
and drew for place—starters spaced at 
ten minutes apart. Each starter was 
given a slip of paper telling him to what 
point he should go first. There he would 
find a clue for locating the next place. 
These clues varied, but all led in the 
Same general direction and to the same 
ultimate goal, where the treasure was 
hidden. Here is a sample: clue (1) the 
town standpipe; (2) Burns’ Crossroad 
Store; (3) back to town limits on Mill 
Road; (4) east through Duck Swamp to 
Swamp Creek bridge; (5) cross bridge 
to silo on Turner farm; (6) north on 
county road to the river; (7) half-mile 
on south bank of the river to the old 
abandoned distillery, and so forth. At 
each of these spots were concealed clues 
to the next—the clues so distributed 
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that a searcher would find only one, un- 
less he unwisely loitered to locate an- 
other (which would not be necessary). 
In the final spot the treasure would be 
so well hidden that usually the whole 
group of searchers would be gathered 
there seeking the prize. Incidentally, 
the gold watch was cached in a leaf- 
filled woodpecker’s den, thirty feet up 
in a cypress tree. And Jim Bagley, the 
boy who drew last place at the starting 
point, was the one who thought to shin 
up there and get it! 

Now, today’s lesson text holds two 
treasures: the treasure in the field, 
which appears merely to have been dis- 
covered, possibly by accident (Matt. 13: 
44), while the other was earnestly 
searched for and found. Let us think of 
this sought-for “pearl of great price.” 
The seeker was a pear] merchant. He 
knew how to value pearls. Finally, he 
found: one that was more valuable than 
any he had ever seen. Indeed, he would 
rather possess it than anything else he 
owned, so he sold all his possessions 
and purchased it. Jesus said “the king- 
dom of heaven” is like unto this inci- 
dent. Some scholars say the true Chris- 
tian Church is the pearl, while others 
say that Jesus, Himself, is the pearl of 
great price, because He gave His life to 
become it. When one comes to realize 
how necessary Jesus Christ is to happy 
mortal life and life eternal, he is will- 
ing to surrender everything, to possess, 
and to be possessed, by Him. Paul says: 
“But what things were gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubt- 
less, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ” (Phil. 3:7, 8). 

There is another interesting thing 
about the pearl in this connection. It 
is the product of suffering and sacri- 
fice. The oyster, though ever so well 
protected in its shell, when slightly 
opening to feed will sometimes admit a 
grain of sand or some tiny particle, 
which easily pierces the tender mem- 
brane. The oyster cannot eject it, but 
encloses it with its own substance, and 
thereby a pearl is born. . 

These are the clues on the greatest of 
all treasure hunts: (1) To realize we 
are sinners in the sight of God. “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). (2) The 
unbeliever is condemned: “, . . he that 
believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18). (3) Yet God loves us (John 3: 
16). (4) And Jesus Christ died for us 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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(1 Pet. 2:24, 25). (5) He is our only 
hope (Acts 4:12). (6) Repent of sin 
(Luke 13:3). (7) Believe on Him (Acts 
16:31). (8) Confess Him (Rom. 10:9, 
10). (9) Live for Him (Rom. 12:1). 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 


Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY each of you will put a yellow 

heart on your chart with the word 
merciful printed on it. As you do this, 
let us say the first four Beatitudes and 
then learn the next one: “Blessed are 
the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy.” 
_ Our lesson today is on some of the 
parables Jesus told, so we can add one 
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more fulfilled prophecy to our list: 

Christ speaking in parables (Psa. 78: 
2; Matt. 13). 

Do you remember that the Lord Jesus 
Christ had sent His disciples out to preach 
to the Jews? Then He Himself went 
to teach and preach in the cities to 
which they had gone. But instead of 
welcoming Him as their Messiah, the 
Jews continually found fault with Him 
and watched Him constantly, hoping to 
find something of which they could ac- 
cuse Him. 

Matthew 13 tells us that Jesus sat by 
the seaside and spoke to the multitude 
in parables. A parable’ is an earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning. His 
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disciples asked Him why He now spoke 
in parables. He gave two reasons: (1) 
That those who followed Him might 
learn heavenly secrets; (2) That those 
who rejected Him might not understand 
them. 

In order to understand the teachings 
of God’s Word, we need the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. Unsaved people do 
not have this, and so the things of God 
seem foolishness to them. We, who are 
saved, have the Holy Spirit, but we 
need to confess and turn away from 
every known sin, so that He can teach 
us. 

Now let us read Matthew 13:31-35. 
The “kingdom of heaven” here does 
not refer to Heaven, but to the people 
on earth who profess Christianity. The 
disciples had expected the Lord Jesus 
to drive out the Romans and set up His 
Kingdom here on earth. Through these 
parables He is showing them that He 
came to set up His Kingdom in hearts. 
I believe both the parable of the Mus- 
tard Seed and the one about Leaven 
are a foreview of what is called Chris- 
tendom. Each presents a small begin- 
ning, but a good one. The company of 
believers left by Jesus to witness for 
Him when He ascended to Heaven was 
small in comparison with the world’s 
population, but it was a good one. Dur- 
ing the early years of Christianity the 
church was led by the Holy Spirit with 
godly men like Peter and Paul. But 
after the Emperor Constantine com- 
pelled people to profess Christianity, 
false teachers brought in false doctrines. 
Earlier in this chapter the Lord Jesus 
used the birds of the air as a type of 
the emissaries of the Devil, who seek to 
catch away the precious seed of the 
Word. It was a sad day for the pro- 
fessing church when the Devil’s emis- 
saries got into positions of leadership, 
pictured here as birds lodging in the 
branches. 

Leaven is a type of sin. It silently 
works its way into dough, changing its 
whole character as it does so. The three 
measures of meal are a type of fellow- 
ship with God. For instance, Sarah pre- 
pared three measures of meal for Abra- 
ham and the heavenly visitors. False 
doctrine and sinful living spoil this fel- 
lowship completely. And it has been 
spoiled to a great extent in the profess- 
ing church, as our Lord foretold in 
these two parables. 

After the Lord sent the multitude 
away, He told His disciples more par- 
ables of the kingdom of heaven. Read 
verses 44-52. Some people believe that 
the hidden treasure and the pearl of 
great price refer to Christ. Certainly 


no illustration is wonderful enough to - 


describe Him. However, because of the 
context, I believe these figures refer to 
the people of God in this world. The 
Lord has just shown the failure of 
Christianity as a world religion. But 
there are true believers for whom He 
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gladly gave all that He had. We did 
not give up all to gain Christ, but for 
our “sakes he became poor, that [we] 
.. . through his poverty might be rich.” 

In the last parable, the net represents 
the professing church. As a net goes 
into the sea, so the Gospel has gone 
into the world, and both true believers 
and false professors have been gath- 
ered into the kingdom. In the end of 
the age, the true believers will be taken 
to Heaven; and the unsaved, regardless 
of what they have professed, will be 
cast into hell. 

The parables of the Mustard Seed and 
the Leaven show the failure of organ- 
ized Christianity in the earth. But the 
Hidden Treasure, the Pearl of Great 
Price, and the Good Fish in the Net 
show the success of Christ’s mission to 
redeem a people for Himself from the 
earth. And because we are so precious 
to Him we read that “he shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satis- 
fied.” Isn’t that wonderful! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ws 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


How Much Have You Left?—. . . who, 
when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had, 
and bought it (Matt. 13:46, Golden 
Text). On the hillside overlooking Der- 
wentwater, a young businessman was 
alone with God. He held in his hand 
the words of a chorus which had just 
been sung at the great missionary meet- 
ing of the Keswick Convention: 

Our conquering Christ goes forth to free 

This captive race of men: 

I at His wounded side would be 

To share His Cross and poverty, 

To bring the lost ones home again. 

He must triumph! 
He must reign! 

That word poverty held him as in a 
vise. He had just been learning of eight 
hundred millions who had’ never so 
much as heard of the name of Jesus. 
Should he in a very literal way follow 
the one who, “though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes became poor’? Did 
Christ want him to throw up his job 
and go? At last, after hours of prayer, 
he realized that for himself, anyway, 
the only answer was, “I will, Lord.” 
He must go. Thus it was that he re- 
signed his job and, applying to a mis- 
sionary society, entered upon a life of 
very literal poverty and wondrous fel- 
lowship with the Son of God.—From 
Howard Guinness, in the Prairie Over- 
comer. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, An- 
des, N. Y.. 


Not the Devil, but His Conqueror.— 
All these things spake Jesus (Matt, 13: 
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34). Our Lord, to win men’s ears, must 
use a variety of voices, musical or rough, 
as His wisdom judges best. That was 
an odd voice which came in an Italian 
town to one of God’s elect ones there. 
He was so depraved that he actually 
fell to worshiping the Devil rather than 
God. It chanced one day that a rumor 
went through the city that a Protestant 
was coming there to preach. The priest, 
alarmed for ‘his religion, told the people 
that Protestants worshiped the Devil, 
and he charged them not to go near 
the meeting room. “Ay,” thought the 
Devil-worshiper, “then I shall meet with 
brethren.” Nothing else would have 
drawn the poor wretch to hear the good 
word, but this lie of the priest’s was 
overruled to that end. He went and 
heard, not of the Devil, but of the Devil’s 
conqueror, and before long was found 
at Jesus’ feet, a sinner saved.—Abridged 
from Christ’s Glorious Achievements, 
by C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham,. Sussex, Eng. 


Divinely Handled.—I will open my 
mouth in parables (Matt. 13:35). 
He talked of grass, and wind, and rain, 
Of fig trees, and fair weather; 
And made it His delight to bring 
Heaven and earth together. 


He spoke of lilies, vines, and corn, 
The sparrow, and the raven; 

And words so natural, yet so wise, 
Were on men’s hearts engraven. 


Of yeast with bread, and flax, and cloth, 
Of eggs, and fish, and candles; 
See how the whole familiar world 
He most divinely handles, 
—From T. T. Lynch, in Now. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Treasure in the Word.—Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto treas- 
ure hid ina field (Matt. 13:44). A peas- 
ant in Northern France, a genuine 
Christian, spent so much time reading 
his Bible, both to his family and alone, 
that there came a day when this blessed 
book simply fell apart. It had been re- 
paired and patched many times over, 
but now nothing more could be done 
with it. Living costs were high and the 
peasant’s wages low. It was hard 
enough to secure sufficient food for his 
family, and practically impossible to 
buy clothes; but a Bible they must have! 
When he had scraped together about 
two hundred francs, the Frenchman 
went to the nearest town and purchased 
a secondhand Bible. Day after day the 
Scriptures were read in that household. 
One day the peasant turned a page and 
stopped reading. The continuity of the 
Scripture passage was broken. It was 
evident that two pages were stuck to- 
gether, but the clumsy fingers of the 
reader could not separate them. One 
of the children went to the kitchen and 
got a knife. When the pages had been 
loosed, the peasant found two French 
currency notes of large value, and a 
short letter which said: “This sum of 


, money was earned by much labor, All 
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my relatives are rich and do not need it. 
So I leave it to whoever reads this 
Bible”. There are greater treasures 
than money that may be found in the 
Word of God every day and at every 
reading.—From the Pilgrim. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Sorceress Won by Her Son.—. 
for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath (Matt. 13:44). A young sor- 
ceress in Korea rode with all her para- 
phernalia in a shiny Ford, and dressed 
her children in silk and fine linen, and 
fed them three times a day on plenty 
of fine white rice. Her favorite son was 
a bright little chap of eight. He often 
visited a nearby Sunday school, and 
soon came to know the truth. He went 
to his mother and asked her to give up 
her sorcery and believe in the Lord 
Jesus. She only bade him go to sleep, 
and went out that night to another 
client. Next morning he refused to eat 
“dirty food,” and begged his mother to 


give up the evil business which had » 


earned it. She showed him the full jars 
of pickle, the bags of rice, and cheSts 
of nice clothes, and commanded him to 
think no more of the Jesus doctrine, but 
to eat well and grow big and strong. 
He continued to plead, though in vain. 
He took off his fine clothes, tied on rags, 
and begged food from door to door. 
Begging was forbidden, so he dug 
greens and ate seeds and pine nuts. His 
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Do You Make 


these Mistakes 


in ENGLISH? 


MANY PERSONS say “between you 
and I” instead of “between you and 
me”—or use “who” for “whom.” 
Every time you speak or write you 
show what you are. Mistakes in Eng- 
lish reveal lack of education, refine- 
ment. Real command of English will 
nop 7 you reach any goal. 
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can actually SEE your English improve 
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LOST : 
HORIZON? 


More than city children, boys 
and girls who live in the country 
have a wide horizon and a great 
opportunity to see God's handi- 


— work in nature. 


However, some rural children are so isolated that there are no churches 
or Sunday schools available. These children may indeed suffer a “lost 
horizon” without the inspiration and guidance of Jesus Christ and His 


teachings. 


The American Sunday-School Union has 160 missionaries working to 
establish Sunday schools in these out-of-the-way communities. 


Your assistance will enable us to etch a glorious horizon for countless 


boys and girls in rural America. 


Write for a free copy of our magazine, 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 
Department of Missions 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Write 
Dept. $ 


1816 Chestnut Street ¢ 


‘ 
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mother whipped him repeatedly, but 
agonized in secret over little hands 
stained by dandelions and pine cones. 
At last she bought a Bible and went to 
church to find out the secret of his re- 
sistance. The old story did its work. 
The whole family became Christian. 
They moved -to Nurani, and by their 
zeal brought many of the non-Christians 
to Christ and revived the dying church. 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Faulty Members.—Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every 
kind (Matt. 13:47). Someone called a 
godly minister on the telephone and 
said, “Say, I thought your church was 
supposed to be such a holy place. I live 
next door to Mr. ——, and the other 
night I’m sure he had drink, and he’s 
an elder in your church. What do you 
Say to that?” “Madam,” said the min- 
ister, “there will be a day when He who 
knows the hearts of all will do the judg- 
ing, and the separating:as His holy eye 
sees. I believe Mr. ——, your next- 
door neighbor was truly converted a 
few years ago. He had been a heavy 
drinker for many years. I’m sorry if 
he has slipped for a time, but wouldn’t 
you do better to look to yourself and 
make sure you are seeking first the 
Kingdom?” Later, that woman called 
again and said, “I’m sorry, but I found 
out my neighbor is.a Christian. I’m go- 
ing to try to show him I care about him. 
Thanks for your rebuke.”—Told by the 
minister. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Memorizing Scripture.—. every 
scribe which is instructed unto the king- 
dom of heaven ... bringeth forth out 
of his treasure things new and old 
(Matt. 13:52). I recall a young man 
whom I used to meet at our Bible con- 
ferences. He was an illiterate man, but 
he had set his mind to this plan of get- 
ting a verse a day of the Bible. When 
I first met him he had been working 
on it for eight years. He had commit- 
ted over two thousand verses of the 
Scripture to memory. His prayer was 
a marvel. It was like a rich brocade of 
silver and gold of the Word of God, in- 
terwoven with praise, testimony, and 
petition. It was a marvelous thing to 
hear that young man, a workman in a 
stee] mill, give his testimony for God; 
and yet it all came about from com- 
mitting to memory a single verse of 
Scripture a day.—From James H. Mc- 
Conkey. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Azxtell, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


4 


Faith, let us remember, is the root, 
and assurance is the flower. Doubtless 
you cah never have the flower without 
the root; but it is no less certain you 
may have the root and not the flower. 
—J. C. Ryle. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


How the Kingdom Grows 
(Matt. 13:31-33, 44, 45) 


AVE as objects: packages of seed, 
mustard, yeast, a bag of change, a 
string of pearls, a fish net. How did 
the Lord use children playing games as 
a picture of the way people were treat- 
ing Him and John the Baptist? Oxen 
hard at work made a good picture of 
what the Lord could do for people’s 
troubles. One day the Lord told seven 
stories. Each one was a picture of some 
truth about the kingdom of heaven. 
Some are long; some are short. Here 
they are to read this week. We are 
nearly up to Story Fifty! Stories Jesus 
Told: (43) The seed-sower, Matthew 
13:1-9. What.the story means, verses 18- 
23. (44) Two seed-sowers, versés 24-30. 
What. this story means, verses 36-43. 
(45) A mustard seed, verses 31, 32. (46) 
Yeast, verse 33. (47) Buried treasure, 
verse 44. (48) A valuable pearl, verses 
45, 46. (49) A full fish net, verses 47-51. 
Did you ever see a seed smaller than 
these? A mustard seed is a tiny seed, 
but in Jesus’ country it grows up big- 
ger than any other seed that is planted, 
as big as a small tree, big enough for 
birds to come and stay in. The Lord 
Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is 
like that. The church that started so 
little became a great power and out- 
grew other organizations. Things that 
didn’t belong there moved in! 

Perhaps your mother does not make 
bread. But Nancy’s mother does. She 
uses yeast like this to make it rise. The 
women of Bible times used leaven. You 
can’t see leaven or yeast after it is put 
in the dough, but it goes all through 
the dough and changes it. The Lord 
said the kingdom of heaven is like that. 
Leaven is a picture of sin in the Bible. 
Sin can be so hidden, but works away 
until it changes the whole life or the 
whole church! Watch out! It can spoil 
you, too! 

You'd like the buried treasure story! 
(Clink the coins in the bag.) The treas- 
ure was hidden in a field. How do you 
suppose it happened to be found? How 
happy the man was who found it! Did 
he run off with it? No, he buried it 
again! “Finders are keepers” was not 
the Bible way. He went to the owner 
to see if he could buy that field. He 
had to sell everything he owned to do 
it. But now it was his—treasure and 
all! The Lord said the kingdom of 
heaven is like that. You may not real- 
ize how valuable it is. It cost the Lord 
everything to get it for you. You 
should be glad to give up anything and 
everything else to have the right to it. 
Whatever we give up here will surely 
be treasure in Heaven. But one young 
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D030 sre Pioneers! 
Yes, the same pioneer spirit that took a little-known shoe salesman and 
seed, made of him a giant for God is alive today!. 

ige, a 

v did Though 120 years have passed since the humble birth of that man, 

adi the same pioneering spirit—guided by God’s Holy Spirit—is evidenced 
eat- oa . . a 

Oxen in all activities of Moody Bible Institute. The many-sided ministry of 

re of the school reaches into hearts ahd lives of believers—and unbelievers— 

ople’s in every corner of the globe. 

seven 
— Where its founder had to depend on slower modes of transportation 

aven. ° ° ° 
Seve and means of communication, MBI today proclaims the same powerful 

> are message and utilizes modern methods—radio, airplane, film, television, 

Jesus Loyal ‘to the God of the founder, yet alert to the advances of science 

tthew and industry, the leaders of Moody Bible Institute have advanced its 

2s 18- outreach to amazing proportions. Surely its founder never envisioned 
oe the potentialities of the work that bears his name. 

tor Begun on a modest scale in 1886 as a day school for Bible students 

rerses with an enrollment of 59, MBI has enjoyed many mileposts of progress 

47-51. during the past 71 years of fruitful activity. The medium of the printed 
than page took on new significance in 1894 with the establishment of the Bible 
seed, Institute Colportage Association, which in 1941 became Moody Press. 
big- Its great task has been to provide millions of Christian books at prices 

— people can afford. Moody Literature Mission, a division of Moody Press 
Sead and formerly known as Colportage Department, is instrumental in dis- 

n is tributing ten million Scripture portions, tracts, booklets and leaflets each 

d so year. And Moody Monthly—today’s most-valued interdenominational, 
out- evangelical magazine—made its bow in 1900. Jt now reaches 95,000 
that families each month. 

— Only a year later, MBI’s unique mailbag ministry made its modest 
The start. Some 26,000 enrollments are received yearly in the 27 Bible coyrses 
You , offered by the correspondence school. Still not content with its ever- 

3 put increasing outreach, MBI began its evening school in 1903—offering 
ough tuition-free classes to grateful Chicago-area Christians, thousands of 
or eousnmere weet... wee whom have taken advantage of this training. Approximately 2,000 students 

sible. Still true to the Book, and true to the are enrolled currently in the day and evening classes. 

away pioneer spirit of Dwight Lyman Moody, 

- the Moody Bible Institute honors its founder Then came radio. Station WMBI began its effective ministry of music 
spoil for the Sist year. The 1957 Founder's and message in the great Midwestern area back in 1926. Approximately 

pet Conference, February 4-10, brings 200,000 sets are tuned daily to its programs. Moody Institute of Science 

sexy? to the Institute more than a dozen come tatd dision in 1943. Today ts “Ba f Sci ” 6 

internationally known speakers for a g in ° yi rmons Irom science Hims are 

pene week of inspiration and warm Christian being viewed by thousands every week on television screens across the 

eer - fellowship. nation, and a well-rounded library of films and filmstrips serve churches, 
Did educators, the armed forces and industry. 

ed it 
not Pioneering in the true spirit of its illustrious founder, Moody Bible 
wner Institute added a missionary technical training course in 1949, using 
: MOODY modern methods to advance the work of missionaries. 
ee BIBLE i eas a ; 

; ioneering in °57? nitely! Furnishing tuition-free Bible training to 

Bg IN ST I T U i E consecrated young men and women who are preparing for lives of 
Lord 820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois Christian service is still the chief ministry of the Institute. And, today 
You Dr. William Culbertson, president as always, MBI is seeking new and more effective methods and means . 
and Dr. S.. Maxwell Coder, dean of extending its soul-winning ministries. 

o it. INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
rely EVANGELICAL. Wouldn’t you like to be a partner in this great work of God through 
yung . 

prayer and stewardship? 
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man went away sad because he would 
not pay the price (Matt. 19:21, 22). 

These pearls are imitation, maybe all 
together costing only $1.59. But just 
one real pearl of large size, perfect 
shape, and beautiful luster may be 
worth $350. A trader was looking for 
lovely pearls to buy.. There was one that 
was very beautiful. But the price! It 
would take all he had! He went and 
sold all his poorer pearls and every- 
thing else, to buy that one “pearl of 
great price.” So the kingdom of heaven 
is valuable, more valuable than any- 
thing else in life. Men, even children, 
have given their lives and everything 
else they had for the Lord Jesus and 
the hope of Heaven. Aren’t you willing 
to give up anything for the sake of 
that? Think of what the Lord Jesus 
gave up to pay for your sins and give 
you Heaven and eternal life, love, and 
joy! 

“Grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18, Memory Verse). 
Add this verse to the picture poster on 
the Lord Jesus. Review the Memory 
Verses by calling for verses concerning: 
worship Him; follow Him; obey Him; 
pray to Him. e 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


(14 ADDY, I don’t get it,” Dan an- 

nounced on the way home from 
church. They were sitting beside each 
other in the front seat of the car. “Andy 
says that his mother and father have 
never been born again. And I think 
he’s right, ’cause they do an awful lot 
of things that Christians shouldn’t do. 
And yet every Sunday morning they 
sit right near the front of the church 
and it seems like they ought to be 
Christians. . They are members of the 
church, aren’t they, Daddy?” 

“Yes, Son, they are, I’m sorry to say.” 
Dan’s dad .looked very serious. 

“Why are you sorry they belong to 
church, Daddy? I thought everyone 
ought to belong tq church.” Dan 
reached under his ear mitts to scratch 
his itchy ear. 

“Only those who are truly born into 
God’s family should be members of the 
church, Dan. Unfortunately, it is alto- 
gether too true that there are many, 
many unsaved people who belong to 
churches.” 

“Well, how do they get in?” Dan 
wanted to know. “Last week when I 
asked the minister if I could join 
church, he asked me al] kinds of ques- 
tions to see if I had bee& born again. 
He says I'll have to give a testimony to 
the men in charge. Doesn’t everyone 
have to do the same thing?” 

“Yes, they do now. But it was not 
always so. That is why there are some 
who are members of our church who 
have never received the Lord Jesus as 
their Saviour. Unfortunately there are 
others who have given testimonies, but 
they were not truly born again. Of 
course it is impossible in those cases for 
the men in charge of our church to 
know whether or not they are telling 
the truth. Only God knows the hearts 
of those people. There are still others 
who, because they had some sort of 
‘feeling’ when they heard about the 
death of the Lord Jesus for their sin, 
think that the ‘feeling’ was really be- 
ing born again. They were not truly 
born into God’s family. All of their 
feeling was in their heads. It did not 
affect their hearts. So they give testi- 
monies and join the church. But none 
of these are really children of God and 
should certainly not be members of the 
church.” 

“That doesn’t seem right,” Dan de- 
cided. 

His father agreed. “But it is the sort 
of thing we are to expect, Dan.” 

By now they were home and had 
hung up their coats. Dan’s dad had 
opened his Bibla “Over in the thir- 
teenth chapter of Matthew in verses 31 
and 32 we read of a man who sowed a 
grain of mustard seed. It was in a par- 
able that the Lord Jesus told. A par- 
able, you remember, is an earthly story 
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with a heavenly meaning. The parables 
that the Lord Jesus told often had to 
do with nature. 
parables was so that He could get them 
to understand heavenly truths about 
which they knew little or nothing. By 
telling stories of things with which they 
were acquainted, and explaining that 


- they were like the heavenly things 


abgut which He wanted them to know, 
the Lord Jesus was able to reveal many 
wonderful things to the people who 
lived in His day. And they help us, 
too, to understand many things about 
which we could not otherwise have 
known. A mustard seed is a very small 
seed. And the mustard plant is usually 
only a small bush. Here, in the Lord 
Jesus’ story, He says that it grows into 
a monstrous tree. Apparently He is re- 
vealing that the Word of God, the seed 
(v. 23; Luke 8:11), is sown throughout 
the world. Wherever it is sown, 
churches have been begun. And, 
instead of churches being made up of 
only those who have been truly born 
into God’s family (v. 23), which would 
compare with the small mustard bush, 
the churches have grown into great big 
things like a tremendous mustard tree. 
And within the churches are servants 
of Satan. That is what the Lord Jesus 
meant, I believe, when He'spoke of the 
birds lodging in the trees.” 

“How do you know that the birds are 
the servants of Satan?” Dan asked. 

“In verses 4 and 19 of this same chap- 
ter He explains that the birds are the 
‘wicked one.’ So, Dan, we may expect 
to have unsaved in our churches. What 
we must be certain of is that we, our- 
Selves, are truly born into the family 
of God.” 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 87) 


1. It was a period of intense conflict 
with the leaders. 

2. The Progress of the Kingdom. 

3. Eight: the first four by the sea, 
and the other four in the house. 

4. In two ways: they both use the fig- 
ure of the farm and crops, and these 
are the two which the Lord Himself in- 
terpreted. 

5. These are the two which present 
the mixture of the false and the true 
in Christian profession. 

6. In Matthew 13:4, 19. 

7. It is regatded as symbolic of per- 
vading evil (Mark 8:15; 1 Cor. 5:6-8). 

8 Some regard the finder as Christ, 
and some regard him as the sinner find- 
ing the Saviour. 

9. The Tares and the Dragnet. 

10. That the true disciple is also a 
teacher—a steward of what he learns. 

ELMmuursT, ILL, 
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Children at Home 
Safe in the Fold 


Founded on fect 
By Amelia O. Stott 


WILD tropical storm was raging 

around the little hut away in the 
hills of Nepal, where a boy was crouch- 
ing on the mud floor. It was one of 
those terrific storms that sweep down 
from the mountain heights; but because 
Gabjir was accustomed to them, he was 
not very much frightened. 

When herding his uncle’s sheep and 
goats, he had never bothered about the 
weather. His home was in a small vil- 
lage enclosed by towering mountain 
ranges; and,’ until his parents died a 
year or so before, he had been very 
happy. Then an uncle had adopted him 
and made him work very hard for every 
grain of food he ever got, but the boy 
was diligent and always tried to do his 
very best. 

Then one day he discovered a strange, 
whitish patch on his forearm, and some- 
thing seemed to warn him to hide it 
away from the prying eyes of his aunt 
and the neighbors. 

This he could do for only a short time 
because another patch came on his face. 
His aunt saw it, and soon others started 
talking together. Some said: “It looks 
like the smitten-of-Heaven leprosy, and 
if so it will. strike down our children. 
The Spirit-God is offended and there 
will be a lot more trouble. That boy 


“may well be the cause; we must get 


rid of him, or worse will come upon us.” 

They went to the headman, and he 
sent for Gabjir’s uncle and ordered him 
to send his nephew away at once. “They 
say it is leprosy,” he said. “The Spirit 
is offended, and unless he goes they will 
burn down your house and kill your 
sheep.” 

So Gabjir was driven out to wander 
away over the hills. seeking shelter 
wherever he could find it and living as 
best he could on wild berries and roots. 
It was often very hard, but he stum- 
bled along in his growing weakness 
and pain, feeling very lonely and help- 
less. 

Then one day he remembered that he 
had once heard his father speak about 
the young son of a neighbor who had 
had the dreaded disease and had gone 
to a wonderful place called Chandrag, 
away in these hills, and been cured, 
His father had said: “It must be a 
place of miracles. The white doctor 
Sahib it seems can do anything if he 
chooses, for I would never have be- 
lieved it if I hadn’t seen the -boy per- 
fectly well.” 

Now in the loneliness and darkness 
of this fearful night Gabjir remembered, 
and thought, I wonder if I could get to 
Chandrag? I wonder if it.is very far 
away. 
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He cguld not stop thinking about it, 
and suddenly the door of the hut was 
opened and somebody stumbled in, 
drawing it shut. with tremendous diffi- 
culty. The man fell on Gabjir, who 
cried out. 

“Hello,” cried the newcomer, “Are 
you another who has been driven in by 
the storm? Who are you?” His voice 
sounded kind, and when a flash of light- 
ning showed up the boy’s face, the man 
continued speaking. “We are fortunate 
to have found this shelter. Where are 
you going, Little Brother, and why are 
you out on these hills tonight?” 

Gabjir suddenly decided to tell his 
whole story and ask for help to find 
the way to Chandrag. 

“Well,” said the man, “it is indeed 
strange, but I live and work there in 
the Homes-of-Healing. I am just now 
returning from the nearest town with 
some medicines. The good God whom 
I worship and serve must have planned 
it all for you, so come with me when 
the storm dies down. I once had the 
dreaded disease myself, but now I am 
completely cured; so I want to tell 
everyone I meet to spread the good news 
because it may be helpful to someone 
else.” 

The man was most friendly and kind, 
sharing his food with the half-starved 
boy, and giving him hope of a cure and 
everything he needed if he could man- 
age to get to Chandrag. 

When ‘they were able they started 
their journey. It was a long and ex- 
hausting climb and Gabjir knew that 
he could never have gotten to Chandrag 
alone. He was helped and encouraged 
by his companion, who almost had to 
carry the boy in his weakness. 

At last they reached the Homes, sit- 
uated on one of the mountain heights, 
and a new world opened for Gabjir 
when he was welcomed and given 
everything he needed. Though the dis- 
ease was very slow.in showing any im- 
provement, Gabjir quickly responded 
to the message of God’s love and sal- 
vation. He saw how the lives of those 
on the staff expressed loving-kindness 
and unselfish service. He himself tried 
hard to follow his Saviour’s example, 
too, and soon became a general favo- 
rite. 

There was, however, one boy, Abdul, 
who was a great trouble to everyone, 
and he took a bitter dislike to Gabjir, 
and always tried to quarrel with him. 
Abdul’s family had cast him off because 
of his disease, and he had been so ill 
treated that he had become very bitter 
and rebellious. After being reproved 
for a very serious fault, he ran away 
one night. Everyone was rather re- 
lieved, for he had been such a trouble- 
some boy, but Gabjir felt really sorry. 

“I feel,” said Gabjir, “that God ex- 
pected me to try to help. that wayward 
one to find his way to the Good Shep- 
herd’s fold, and somehow I must. have 
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failed. Now I will earnestly pray for 
him to come back.” 

Months passed, however, but Abdul 
did not return. Then one morning 
about a year or so later a ragged, half- 
starved lad limped painfully through 
the gateway of the Homes. It was Ab- 
dul, but so changed that it was hard to 
recognize him. His body was covered 
with dreadful sores and he was indeed 
a miserable object. He begged to* be 
taken in, but the doctor had to say 
sadly, “I am very sorry, Abdul, but your 
place is filled, and with such a poor 
harvest we really haven’t enough food 
for those who are here. Come in and 
have a meal, and I will give you some 
pills to take, but that’s all we can do.” 

Abdul was so very disappointed that 
he turned away, trying to walk as 
quickly as possible. He was so weak 
that he couldn’t keep up the pace, and 
outside the gate a little way he stum- 
bled and fell. 

Suddenly Gabjir rushed out and lifted 
him up. “Oh, Abdul,” he cried, “I am 
so glad you have come at last!” But 
Abdul, began cursing angrily as he 
shouted, “They won’t take me in!” 

“Hush, Abdul, it is quite true that we 
are filled up, and food is short, but, 
wait, we must find some way. See, you 
can, have my bed and half my food if 
the doctor will agree, and then he can 
give you the medicine you need. Wait 
here until] I come back.” And Gabjir 
hurried away to return in a few min- 
utes. 

He came back with great joy in his 
face. “It is all right,” he said. “You 
can have my bed.” 

“But where will you sleep?” Abdul 
asked. “Oh, there’s the tool shed in the 
gardens; I can manage there.” 

“But there are wild beasts prowling 
around here at night. Won’t you be 
afraid?” 

“Not so; Jesus, my Saviour, is always 
with me, Abdul, and He will take éare 
of me.” 

So Abdul was admitted, and though 
at first he had a struggle with his bad 
habits and ill temper, the thought of 
what Gabjir was doing for him touched 
his heart, and at last he came to under- 
stand the love and sacrifice of another 
for him. That made all the difference 
in his character and life, for Abdul be- 
came a changed boy. 

The day he was baptized was indeed 
a time of rejoicing for Gabjir, who said: 
“IT never lost one of my uncle’s sheep 
on the hills, and I haven’t let this pre- 
cious one, belonging to the Good Shep- 
herd, get lost either. I thank God that 
Abdul is safe in His fold forever.” 


WoRTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 
we 
In the days of Christ’s government in 


the soul, when He is uppermost there, 
the soul dwells at ease—Matthew 
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Happenings in Wartime Germany 
(Continued from second page) 


nary day such as passed according to 
daily routine. Then came darkness 
gradually invading the streets. Houses 
dimmed ‘their lights and noises were 
suppressed. It was war, and more than 
one bomb had already fallen. 

At 9 p.m. the sirens began to scream 
and the people went underground. Sud- 
denly the city was struck with a name- 
less horror. It was the first saturated 
bombing, the first with incendiary 
bombs. In the shelters, people could 
feel the frightful heat resulting. They 
started to go outside, those who could 
get out, for the exits were often blocked 
with debris and numbers were caught 
and burned to death. 

As to those who got out, they were 
prey of an immense fear. All about the 
Synagogue was a network of narrow 
streets with crowded population. 
Whichever way they turned, they met 
fire. Flames in their raging awakened 
tempests of greater violence. People 
wrapped themselves in wet cloths and 
sought refuge wherever they could find 
it. The smoke was suffocating. Many 
were crushed by falling walls, were 
stifled by smoke, or engulfed in the fur- 
nace. Those who got away discovered 
that the synagogue, with its bare walls 
of a previous fire, was their only refuge. 
Hundreds escaped thither during this 
night of horror. 

They sat closely crowded together, 
each trembling while outside death 
stalked.. Then it was that the synagogue 
lifted up its voice and began to preach. 
A terrible word: “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

How many in this crowd had partici- 
pated in the sacking of that synagogue 
on that early spring morning? How 
many had looked on as amused specta- 
tors? How many had been merely neu- 
tral, indifferent? Who of them had 
cared for God, the God who does not 
keep silence? 

Fire had devoured this unique edifice. 
Today the whole city was going down 
in flames, leaving its citizens only one 
place of refuge, this temple. 

The synagogue continued to talk. The 
most hardened heard it preach in this 
night of hell, “Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked.” 

But the story did not end here. Among 
the fugitives was one to whom the syna- 
gogue addressed a personal sermon. He 
was a plain man, making his living in 
the coal mines. But he was among those 
whom Jesus called “rich toward God.” 

Sitting among these frightened peo- 
ple, he was neither astonished nor dis- 
turbed. Why should he be, who had 
long since learned from the Word of 
God that this people was destined to 
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terrible punishment? Why should he 
be troubled who himself had the peace 
of God? 

He had retired into a corner after 
having aided many. He was tired, but 
could not sleep in this place. It was 
then that the synagogue spoke to him. 

“Do you know why you are sheltered 
from fire?” ; 

“Yes,” he returned, “it is because fire 
has here consumed all that could be 
burned.” 

“And do you know that a more ter- 
rible fire is. coming than that from 
which you have fled to my precincts?” 

“Yes, I know it very well. It is the 
fire of judgment, of the wrath of God 
which will devour all that is impious 
and profane in mankind.” 

“Then you know many things,” con- 
tinued the synagogue. “But do you 
think you will find refuge from the fire 
when it is enkindled, a place of shelter 
over which the fire has already passed?” 

The man smiled. “Oh, I see what you 
are coming at! Yes, there is one place 
where the wrath of God has already 
passed and which for this reason offers 
refuge to men. It is Golgotha.” 

“You are right,” answered the syna- 
gogue. “Look at me. As you are safe 
in my borders because I have passed 
through flames, so are you covered by 
the cross of Jesus. What flames burned 
when the Saviour cried, ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ That 
is why there is shelter from the judg- 
ments of God from now on through all 
eternity.” 

This humble man rejoiced in heart 
at the remembrance of this eternal ref- 
uge. He fell asleep as peaceably as child 
on mother’s breast. 

(To be continued) 


The Annual Prayer Breakfast 
for the President 


The following item was prepared by 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith and intended 
for the “Survey.” But, since it 
came too late for the January in- 
stallment and would be out-of-date 
if held for the February “Survey,” 
it is given in this issue as an inter- 
esting bit of news and a prayer 
reminder. 


R. RICHARD S. HALVERSON, for 

some years an assistant minister of 
the. Hollywood Presbyterian Church, 
has recently been called to Washington, 
D. C., as the Associate Executive Direc- 
tor of International Christian Leader- 
ship, Inc. While in the Los Angeles 
area, Dr. Halverson probably exercised 
more inflyence evangelistically over 
men of his county than any other single 
individual in California—teaching many 
large groups at breakfast morning by 
morning, and, true to the Word of God, 


winning the full support of those who 
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PAUL 


Apostle to the Jews! 


Significantly Paul, who car- 
ried the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
always followed the injunction 
of Romans 1:16, “To the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.” 

At Salamis he and Barnabas 
“preached the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews” | 
(Acts 13:5). 

At Antioch Paul “went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath 
day” (Acts 13:14). In Iconium 
they “went both together 
into the synagogue ... and so 
spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews.and also of 
the Greeks believed” (Acts 
14:1). 

You will enjoy rich fellow- 
ship when you help us carry 
the Gospel to the Jews as Paul 
did. Even in Rome “Paul 
called the chief of the Jews 
together” (Acts 28:17) and 
gave them the message first. 

Bringing the Gospel to the 
Jew brings blessing to theGen- 
tile. Never in our mission 
have we had a baptism service 
where there was not at least 
one Gentile baptized together 
with the Jews. 

Let this God-given blessing 
become yours by joining us 
with your gifts and prayers 
for the salvation of the Jewish 
brethren of our Lord. Write 
for free literature today. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS“ "| 
TO THE JEWS, ine. | 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. | 
Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


Please send me free folder showing how I may 
help carry the Gospel to Israel. Enclosed is 

















ean for my part in the work you are doing. 
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ray for the salvation of souls. Friends 
in Washington report that Dr. Halverson 
has already brought a new wave of en- 
thusiasm for the Gospel in ‘our nation’s 
capital. A communication from his desk 
dated December 15, 1956, contains the 
following information and appeal, which 
I trust every reader of these columns 
will take to heart: 
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s Send for free catalog of 
S. S. Supplies sorj/cicci cat chtech 
supplies. Also Bibles, books, and gifts. THE THOMAS 
COMPANY, Dept. P-1, 303 Race St., Cambridge, Md. 





The BIBLE HOUSE 







. Write for 
Books, Greeting Cards, Spanish 











. 1 cooperation of the Lord’s 
; make possible our free. literature ministry to “Thursday, February 7, 1957, marks 
148 mission fields, especially Latin America. the occasion of the fifth annual Prayer 


RAVING ©. NOPE, Exc Secretary Breakfast for the President of the 


C005, Geenateas Orn, . aad “= United States, his Cabinet, the Congress, 

peor and national officials. This Prayer 
Breakfast opens the International Chris- 
tian Leadership conference in the May- 
flower Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


“Christians from all parts 





of the 


will be gathered in Washington for this 
affair. This will afford an dpportunity 
for our leaders to be made aware of 
the fact that America must give more 
than political, economic, and military 
leadership to the world in these critical 











Your DVBS is only as good 
as the material you use... 
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BUILD ATTENDANCE, INTEREST, RESULTS WITH THESE 
COMPLETE 2-WEEK DVBS COURSES. 
THE VILLAGE OF LOVE —an intriguing course 


adapted to each age group. Handwork correlated with 
lessons. Materials include: 
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flannel-graph illustrations) 
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Buzzing Bee (an exciting award) .......... 
THE KING’S ADVENTURELAND —— = Gospel Light 
Press Course for 1956. A fascinating program of Bible 
study, handcraft, missionary stories, worship, games. 
Divided into 4 departmental courses. Materials include: 
@ Pupils’ books (PRE-GUT for pre-schoolers 


Scripture Press Course | 
for 1956. Exciting program 
divided into 6 departmental 
courses. Materials include: 


@ Teachers’ books . 40¢ 


© Pupils’ books ti 20¢ * PC Cocdcheatiewvbedeadhebn 20¢ 
@ Nursery pupils I MN i ot a os ahi dhl tha 45¢ 
handwork packet 25¢ ®@ Visual Aid Kits (for pre-school, primary, 
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handwork packet 25¢ @ Leader's Guidebook (teacher training plans, 
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Packet . $2.98 teachers’ books for each department..... Special $2.25 
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United States and many other countries ° 
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days. It will also be an opportunity for 
American leadership to accept its spir- 
itual responsibility and a testimony to 
the world that we take this responsibil- 
ity seriously. 

“Will you pray that there will be an 
unusual visitation of the Holy Spirit 
upon the President’s Breakfast and the 
conference? Wili you pray that Jesus 
Christ will be exalted, that the witness 
to His Saviourhood and Lordship is 
clear and unmistakable? Will you pray 
that al] the preparations will be in line 
with God’s will and purpose, that all 
who are working on the plans will be 
guided by the Spirit in every detail? 

“Believe it when we say that this is 
not just a cursory request but one that 
springs from a sense of desperate need 
for prayer with the realization that, 
without prevailing prayer, nothing we 
do is important.” 

we 


Experiences of Missionaries 
Among Mormons 
(Continued from page 85) 


Some had been persuaded by what they 
had learned in Mormon circles that the 
Bible could not be trusted. Years ago, 
while studying under Dr. David L. 
Cooper of the Biblical Research Society 
of Los Angeles, I became acquainted 
with and have used frequently what he 
termed the “Golden Rule of Scripture 
Interpretation” that says: “When the 
plain sense of Scripture makes common 
sense, seek no other sense; therefore 
take every word-at its primary, ordi- 
nary, usual, literal meaning, unless the 
facts of the context, considered in the 
light of fundamental and axiomatic (or 
self-evident) truths, indicate’ clearly 
otherwise.” Using this as our rule of 
Bible study, I‘endeavored to show that 
the Bible can be trusted to mean what 
it says. Blessing came out of these sim- 
ple studies and the smal] group, we be- 
lieve, were enabled to grasp the essen- 
tials of the Word of God as they were 
presented to them. 

The Mormon people need our prayers. 
Many of them are afraid to leave the 
system because of the vain hopes held 
out to them, without which, they are 
told, eternity would be an unending 
torment. Some are held in the grip of 
the threats held over their heads should 
they reveal any of the secret oaths they 
are required to take when performing 
the rites in the Temple. 

Much can be said in favor of the 
movement insofar as socia] and indus- 
trial benefits are concerned. The physi- 
cal side of life is uppermost in the 
minds of most of the followers of Mor- 
monism. Their churches are built by 
donated labor in most instances, with 
targe donations from the members of 
the “ward.” It is not unusual to see 
church buildings in the center of the 
community, so that members need not 
have to'go far to services. Moreover, 
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Lesson for February 17 


a Mormon family need not have to go 
on “relief” if it is in good standing with 
the church authorities. But we are re- 
minded that the Word of God states 
that “man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:3; 
Matt. 4:4). 


WHITTIER, CALIF. 
we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Revival Times in America.—By Fred 
W. Hoffman. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 
16; $2.50.) This work of unusual power 
and blessing begins with a portrayal af 
the need of America for revival. There 
is a heart-stirring discussion of pres- 
ent-day conditions, the crying need for 
a deepened sense of sin, and for a gen- 
uine hunger after God. A study of re- 
vival, what it is, and how it has worked 
in other years, shines with brighten- 
ing rays through an otherwise dark- 
some picture. The three great essentials 
—prayer, power, personality—are illus- 
trated by a number of actual incidents 
in the lives of such men as Moody, Zin- 
zendorf, Wesley, Whitefield, Praying 
Hyde, Billy Graham, and others. 
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timony, Vacation Bible School, Youth 
for Christ, and many others. It is in- 
teresting that the events are well dated, 
and they are often linked up. with our 
national history. The high character cf 
the writing, its historical authenticity, 
and the warm and sympathetic por- 
trayal of many differing personalities 
are worthy of special note. 


Our Reasonable Faith. By Herman 
Bavinck. (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $6.95.) Trans- 
lated from the original Dutch edition, 
this big volume is a popular digest of 
the author’s great four-volume “Re- 
formed Dogmatics,” and makes the work 
available in English for the first time. 
It is a clear, comprehensive, systematic 
presentation of the teachings of the 
Bible, with Calvinistic, Reformed church 
persuasion and emphasis, The treatment 
is extensive ‘in scope, enthusiastic in 
spirit, and enlighteningly instructive. 
But it has its limitations here and there, 
due to the fact that Dr. Bavinck, doubt- 
less one of the two greatest Dutch the- 
ologians (Kuyper was the other), was 
of amillennial rather than of premillen- 
nial persuasion. His discussions, there- 
fore, at some points, thqugh stimulating, 
are not satisfying to those who see in 
the Scriptures the prediction of a literal 
millennium, and who interpret the 
Bible accordingly. However, Dr. Ba- 
vinck was a staunch defender of the 
faith who loved the Lord and His Word, 
and the volume at hand is concrete evi- 
dence of Christ-honoring worship and 
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“TO THE JEW FIRST. 


oR LASTS 9? 


Opinions among Christians differ on’ 
this vital subject. But what really is 
important is thet all men, Jew and 
Gentile, need Christ. 






WE of The Friends of Israel Mission- 
ary and Relief Society, Inc. are reaching 
the Children of Israel across the face of 
the earth with the message of salvation 
through their crucified Messiah. Our team 
of consecrated workers preach Christ in 
many languages and countries, in Ameri- 
ca, Argentina, india, Israel and Europe. 

The love of our Lord is also made real 
in a tangible and personal way te those 
who suffer or are persecuted for His sake. 
Please join us in this Christlike and heart- 
warming ministry of the Gospel and Chris- 
tian service. We need your help urgently. 

Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, eut- 

8 yay ane 

all whe and His cause 


THE FRIENDS OF yy 
Missionary and Relief Society, inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, Generat Secretory 
728-S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphie 7, Pa. 
Canoda: Rev. Bruce Mitlor 
1066 Avenve Rood, Torente 12, ,_Oforie 
“Deor Friends of Israel: oe 
1 am sending enclosed for your ministry $____ 
NAME 
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city. ZONE 
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> (or The chapter on “America’s Spiritual EVANGELIZE CHINA FELLOWSHIP, INC. 
early Background” is a thrilling historical ' An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 
le of study of the brave pioneers who came | East and Southeast Asia. Founded in. 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it. 
that to this land largely because of their — a, — school, a Christian high school, Bible college, 
what desire to worship God after the dictates * Ciaeches, and erphenages. 
<a ef Ghote can cemmienen titel i. Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
om ony y P helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
> be- eee gO the cage mes ao : mening the on without homes, without adequate clothing, and 
ssen- uguenots, Moravians, Scotch and Iris without the Gospe 
were Presbyterians, and many others, whose 
heroism and moral vigor laid the foun- U. S. HEADQUARTERS LOS ANGELES 33, CALIF. 

yers. dation of America’s greatness. Then 
. the follows the beginnings of spiritual dead- 4 ” 
wea] saris Bi“ 'teSt MEETS OUR NEEDS AS NO OTHER!” 
are Awakening” under Jonathan Edwards, 
ding Whitefield, and others. Also, recorded A a pe need —— Pipe 9 mee 
; ry g g ives spiritual feasts no n 
Pp of briefly = its place, = the growth of hundreds who share them through trenstatons 

ould Liberalism, evolution, rationalistic and 1 publish’”"— says missionary in South India. 

they destructive Higher Criticism, and mate- Don't miss this jam-packed digest of worid 
ning rialistic unbelief, that has leavened news interpreted in the light of prophecy plus 

come of the uation. spiritual vitamins needed by all God's people. 

the The story of the *tarious revivals in PROPHECY 

dus- our land, the spiritual conditions that 
1ysi- called them forth, the men whom God M Oo N 

the raised up and used, and the blessings  _ Nothing like it""—"‘Difterent eases eueenentr 

Mor- that followed are faithfully recorded. nd snappy news flashes, useful in conversation and talks. Many 

; by Throughout the entire recital is the subscribe for th i and a mi y—a truly fruitful ministry. 

ape urgent call to a life of prayer on the sintias 8 Months Trial Only $1.00 — Send your Order Today 

s oO part of God’s people. The story is 8 Fail ork devoted to world-distribution of Bible study materials has been used of God and richly blessed for over @ quarter 
see brought fully up-to-date with regard to egg 48 oS he Ceayyaee O Genel O) Monee cond Sree Sample Copy 

the later movements, such as the Bible Con- Name ____. Address 

not ference Movement, Victorious Life Tes- Clip and mail t to PROPHECY MONTHLY, Dept. T, P.O. Box 41198, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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See the Natural 
Wonders of 
This World 





Among the good things of this world 
are travel and fellowship. The Chris- 
tian Fellowship Cruises to Alaska com- 
bine both in a delightful way. These 
have been filling a need with readers of 
The Sunday School Times for many 
years past. The 1957 cruise will leave 
July 3 and return about three weeks 
later, and if you have a yearning for new 
experiences in far-away places and for 
companionship while traveling, the trip 
is recommended for your consideration. 

Can you go in July? If so, a delight- 
ful and memorable adventure will be 
yours. 

D&ightful, because of the good fel- 
lowship and the congenial party. No- 
where can you find a finer group of 
friends to travel with than on this high- 
character Christian Fellowship Tour. 

Memorable, because of the great 
scenic country visited, the national 
parks, the interesting cities, the dra- 
matic and majestic attractions of Nature 
included on the trip. 

Attractions include Banff National 
Park in Canada, lovely Lake Louise, Stan- 
ley Park in British Columbia, and Mt. 
Rainier National Park in Washington. 
Also the interesting cities of Vancouver, 
Victoria, Seattle, Tacoma, and Portland, 
as well as the magnificent Inside Pas- 
sage and many ports of call in Alaska. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour of 
1957 will be escorted all the way, as 
always, so you, as a member of the 
party, will be sure of a carefree and 
restful trip. Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
President and Editor of The Sunday 
School Times will}be the 1957 leader. 

Enjoy travel while you may. Travel 
is one of the fine experiences of life, 
and travel in a high-quality tour, with 
delightful fellowship, is a most satis- 
factory way to go. Operating details 
will again be carried out by the North- 
ern’ Pacific Railway, trustworthy and 
successful operator of Christian Fellow- 
ship tours for nearly 20 years. 

A special free, illustrated travel folder, 
“Alaska,” has been published. You 
are invited to write for it. 

Please address The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


service. It offers a wealth of helpful 
analysis, comment, and discussion that 
will, on the whole, enrich anyone who 
is fortunate enough to own a copy and 
wise enough to read it. 


Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible. 
By Charles Simeon. Volumes 6 to 10 
inclusive. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95 per vol.) 
These five books are part of a 21-volume 
set. They are the latest ones to ap- 
pear, and with their publication the en- 
tire set is now available. Previous 
volumes have been mentioned in vari- 
ous issues of THE SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, 
Covered by sound evangelical exposi- 
tions in the pages at hand are the Book 
of Psalms, beginning with Psalm 72, in 
volume 6; Proverbs and Isaiah through 
chapter 26 in volume 7; Isaiah 27 
through 66 in volume 8; Jeremiah, La- 
mentations, Ezekiel, and Paniel in vol- 
ume 9; and the twelve minor prophets, 
Hosea, through Malachi, in volume 10. 
This great lifetime work, originally 
published as “Horae Homileticae,” is 
worthy of a place in the minister’s li- 
brary as a source of reference and re- 
search, an aid to sermon building, an 
inspiration to a deeper devotional life, 
and an example to be emulated of de- 
voted labor for the Lord. This reprint 
edition has been reproduced by the 
photo-offset process. The type is clear 
and easily read, the pages bright, and 
the binding attractive and durable. 


Rand MeNally Bible Atlas. By Emil 
G. Kraeling, Ph.D. (Rand McNally & 
Co., Chicago 80; $8.95.) The new Rand 
MeNally Bible Atlas has been compiled 
by Dr. Emil G. Kraeling, brother of Dr. 


‘Carl Kraeling, who is director of the 


Oriental Institute of the University of 
Chicago. It contains twenty-two col- 
ored maps of Palestine and the Bible 
Lands, and fifty smaller sketch maps 
showing details of Biblical areas, such 
as the ‘region of Nazareth and Caper- 
naum (p. 372). 

The bulk of this 487-page book is made 
up of text telling of the successive 
events of Biblical history. The 90 pages 
dealing with the first five books of the 
Old Testament are called, “The Ancient 
Hebrew Tradition” (which implies that 
this part of the Bible is “tradition”). 
This is followed by 40 pages on the con- 
quest and Judges, 150 pages on the United 
and Divided Kingdoms, and the re- 
mainder of the book deals with the 
exile, return, and the New Testament. 
In view of this full summary of Biblical 
history, the volume could almost as well 
be called, “Rand McNally Bible His- 
tory.” 

Dr. Kraeling has incorporated brief 
references to the latest archaeological 
discoveries in the text of the book, in- 
cluding the decipherment of the Dead 
Sea Copper Scrolls in 1956 (p. 18), the 
excavations at Dothan of 1953-56 (p. 92), 
and Pritchard’s 1956 excavations at Gib- 
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eon (p. 136), which uncovered what is 
believed to be the pool mentioned in 
connection with Abner and Joab (p. 192). 


The book is written from the Liberal 

standpoint, but in a somewhat re- 
strained manner. The author mentions 
in his foreword that “we have refrained 
from using the language of the schools 
and instead speak of the older or earlier 
author, the younger author, or the 
youngest author and of the editor or 
compiler.” This means that the author 
does not use the terms “J document,” 
“E document,” and similar designations, 
but he gives the same idea with differ- 
ent terminology, referring to “the 
youngest of the Pentateuchal writers” (p. 
47) instead of the “P document,” or to 
“the oldest author” (p. 71) instead of the 
“J document.” The Pentateuchal docu- 
ments are all dated from 500 to 1,000 
years after the days of Moses, in accord- 
ance with Liberal Biblical criticism. 
Liberal Biblical criticism runs through- 
out the book, but in a form which is 
not quite so evident to the casual 
reader. 
’ Many other passages would not be 
acceptable to the evangelical Christian. 
We list only a few examples: the state- 
ment in connection with the route of 
the Exodus that “there is no way in 
which certainty can be obtained” (p. 
113); reference to late materials in the 
Book of Joshua (p. 309); the reference 
to Babel as “one of the most charming of 
the ancient Hebrew traditions” (p. 53); 
or the reference to the “Biblical writer 
misunderstanding the reports he was 
using” (p. 311). As a matter of fact and 
on the contrary, an examination of in- 
ternal evidence, light from the original 
languages and archaeological and _ his- 
torical sources—all of these show again 
and again that such critical ideas are 
not borne out. 

Often the criticism is quite subjec- 
tive. The writer, for example, says that 
Joseph would not have started from 
Hebron (20 miles south of Jerusalem) 
to find his brothers (as the Bible indi- 
cates), because his brothers would not 
have gotten as far north as Shechem 
(today 40 miles north of Jerusalem, by 
road). So the author supposes that 
Joseph and his brothers both started 
from Bethel (about 12 miles north of 
Jerusalem), which would make the 
journey a “reasonable distance” (p. 91). 
Actually, today, shepherds often come 
from Hebron clear to Shechem and 
Dothan in search of pasture and water. 
A knowledge of present-day Palestine 
does not support such subjective Bib- 
lical criticism, 

The maps, which take up only 40 
pages in the 487-page book, are good, and 
there is some useful material in the 
text. But there is also much Liberal 
Biblical criticism interwoven through- 
out. One would need to have not only 
an intimate knowledge of the Bible, but 
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also of archaeological and historical 
materials to know wherein much of this 
criticism is wrong. 


Bible Study for Grownups. By Frank 
Eakin. (The Macmillan Co., New York 
11; $3.95.) The title of this work implies 
a discussion of. methods of Bible study, 
but it is not that. Rather, it is a sur- 
vey, analysis, and application of the 
teachings of Genesis and Matthew. 
These two books were chosen by the 
author as being the key books of the 
Bible, and are presented with the be- 
lief that a study of them can help the 
student to understand more readily the 
rest of the Bible, using procedures fol- 
lowed in these pages. Under the head- 
ing of “Survey” a kind of paraphrase 
is given. Under “Comments” a more 
detailed analysis or commentary ap- 
pears. The “Values” section gives the 
application in two parts: for early 
readers, and for our time. Much use 
is made of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible and of the Interpre- 
ter’s Bible (a contemporary commen- 
tary with a decided. Liberal slant). 
While there is here and there some sug- 
gestive and stimulating material, so that 
a careful student may get some help 
from this volume, the book cannot be 
recommended because of its Higher 
Critical views. A book that speaks of 
Christ’s prophecies concerning Jerusa- 
lem as “prediction after the event, put 
into Jesus’ mouth—a common apocalyptic 
device” (p. 298), to give but one quo- 
tation, hardly merits approval as being 
either scholarly or spiritual. 


Proving God. By Phyllis Thompson. 
(China Inland Mission, 237 W. School 
Lane, Philadelphia 44; $1.50.) Since its 
founding in 1865, the history of the 
China Inland Mission has been marked 
by a succession of miracles. Some years 
ago Mr. Marshall Broomhall told its 
financial history in his book, “Our Seal” 
(reviewed in the Times, Aug. 19, 1933), 
and this is a kind of sequel, bringing 
it up-to-date. 

Miss Thompson, who has written other 
CIM books, reviews briefly the story of 
the first plot of land purchased in 
Shanghai, refers to the martyrdom of 
John and Betty Stam and the captivity 
of Messrs. Hayman and Bosshardt, and 
then tells of the marvelous ways in 
which God supplied the needs of the 
missionaries and brought them safely 
out of China during and after the last 
war. Here are stories of dangerous air- 
plane flights, the appalling fluctuations 
of exchange, the relentless rule of the 
Communists, and God’s care of the Che- 
foo school children, whom the author 
calls “the Fledglings.” Another chapter, 
“Ravens In China,” tells. of unexpected 
supplies of food when thére was gen- 
eral shortage. In “Plenty of Silver” the 
reader learns how Superintendent Cyril 
Faulkner literally got a wheelbarrow 
load of silver money when it could 
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hardly be found anywhere, and it was 
Mrs. Faulkner who gave her husband 
the assurance from an obscure verse of 
Scripture that this could be found. 

The eleven chapters in this little vol- 
ume not only recount the amazing rec- 
ord of the withdrawal of the CIM from 
China and its present outreach into 
many other fields, but will be a strong 
stimulus to the faith of Christian work- 
ers everywhere. They illustrate 9 un- 
forgettable ways the truth of the words 
with which the little volume concludes, 
“If we believe not, yet he abideth faith- 
ful: he cannot deny himself.” 


When I Consider. . . . By Marian M. 
Schoolland. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) This 
charming and well-illustrated book is 
nature study at its beautiful best. Many 
interesting objects are pictured, often 
with touches of humor, such as the 
fancied “conversation” between a proud 
goldfish and the pollywogs in his bowl. 
Birds and bees, flowers and trees, the 
wind and the sunset, a spider, and a 
mudpuddle, the ugly pelican, and the 
calla lily—all these speak of the won- 
ders- of creation, in a spirit of humble, 
loving trust in Him who has made and 
maintained, not only man, but all other 
things as well. There are beautiful les- 
sons in the humblest bit of nature study 
to a gifted mind filled with the Word of 
God. 


When I Pray. By Olive W. Burt. (The 
Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., 75 cents.) 
This exquisite little book of “Prayers 
for Little Folks” can become a treas- 
ured possession in the home where 
there are smal] children. Each page con- 
tains a brief prayer, comprising a sim- 
ple expression of thanks, or a childlike 
petition for help or blessing. There 
are prayers for morning, bedtime, meal- 
time, and other occasions. They could 
easily be memorized, or read to the 
child. A large part of the book is taken 
up with very lovely and suitably col- 
ored pictures. 
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Generous Supply 
of God-centered tracts, for many needs. Send dollar 
= “Back to God” Tract Committee, Dept. S38, 
50 Kalamazoo Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids 8, Mich. 





FOR WELL-WRITTEN 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 
dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intellectual problems, missions, devotional 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
for books by INTER-VarsrTy Press, or write for catalog. 
INTER-VARSITY PRESS 


1519 North Astor Dept, ST Chicago 10 











WRITERS 
WANTED 


with Christian Writers 
Institute Training 


Must have desire to write. Looking 
for men and women who want pro- 
fessional training. People who like 
to earn as they learn; who like to 
study the easy way, by mail. 

Start on your way to a career in 
Christian writing. Free-lance Chris- 
tian writers may add $1,000 or more 
a year to their income. 


Send for free sample lesson. Dis- 
cover how you can get great returns 
on a small investment in a 10-easy 

lesson course. Write today. Chris. 
tian Writers Institute, Dept.SS-27, 
33 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, IL 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
¥ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPL. 102 SCRANTON 2, x 











HELPLESS IMMIGRANTS 


Here is a moving letter of gratitude from a Hebrew Christian in Israel: 


“| want to describe our suffering family and express our deep gratefulness, 
says this courageous Jewess. “My husband has suffered a stroke and be- 
came paralyzed. He is a living corpse. 
dren, but we are now helpless immigrants in the land of Israel. 
of great sorrow your gift arrived and brought tears to the eyes of my para- 
lyzed husband. My dear children were so happy with the wonderful food 
you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unemployed, the 
maltreated, the bewildered and the hungry whom we must shepherd and sus- 
tain. Please send your gift to help our ministry among the poor and bereft, 
the young in our Children’s Home, the aged Hebrew Christians, and the babes 
in Christ. Please send your gift now. Address communications to: 





IN ISRAEL 


“ 


We have two wonderful little chil- 
In this time 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
» 91-T Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 17 


2. Truth for Those Who Seek 
(John 15:8-12; Psa. 66:16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE fifteenth chapter of John, from 

which the first Scripture portion as- 
signed for this week’s topic is taken, 
is a chapter of relationships. Its verses 
are all closely linked together by the 
wonderful cord of love, and we shall do 
well to consider the whole chapter as a 
unit rather than to pick out the five 
verses named for our topic. In fact, 
verse 8, with which our topic begins, 
SRE Sunday school or missionary superin- 
tendent, one copy of 


*““GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE” 


for each family in his congregation providing he will 
agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
Write stating number of leaflets desired to 


TITHE Te Angeles 5 Californie 





to any evangelical Christian minister, 
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is really tied to what goes before by the 
little word “herein.” 
ve 

Four principal relationships are dis- 
cussed in this chapter—the relationship 
between Christ and the Father; the re- 
lationship between Christ and His dis- 
ciples; the relationship of the disciples 
with one another; and finally the rela- 
tionship of the disciples with the world. 
In the chapter that precedes this fif- 
teenth, the Lord Jesus teaches in greater 
detail the truth that He and the Father 
were inseparable, that the words He 
spoke were the words of the Father, 
and the works that He did were the 
Father’s works (John 14:10, 11). In 
this fifteenth chapter He carries over 
this thought in the simile of the true 
vine as Himself and the husbandman 
as His Father. He then enlarges the 
simile by including every disciple or 
believer as a branch of the true vine, 
inseparably linked to Himself and thus 
through Him to the Father, and, fur- 
thermore, through Him to all other 
branches, or believers. 

we 

If you have ever tried to tear a branch 
from a grapevine, you have found this to 
be a most difficult job. If you will cut 


through a joint where a branch is at- 
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Christian Greetings 





Children’s Assortment No. G5157—You get 
8 get-well cards and 12 birthday cards. Each 
features a puzzle, cutout, or —s, to 
make or do. Printed on parchment. ith 
scriptures. Price $1.00 
Radiant Greetings—Fourteen beautiful de- 
oe each enhanced with — virko. 
With special sentiments and Scripture texts. 
\Price $1.00 a box G1507—All Birthda 
G3507—All Occasion G2507—All Get-Well 


Golden Splendor—Twenty-one tall artist- 
inspired designs. One of the most beautiful 
e assortments ever offered. 
Fully embossed. New off- 
center fold. Printed in five 
colors and gold. With Scrip- 
ture texts. Price $1.25 a box 

G3957—All Occasion 

G1957—All Birthday 

: G2957—All Get-Well 
--\Easter Assortment No. 
«/ G7557—Two each of seven 
designs rinted in four 
lovely colors. With virko 
finishing. With Scriptures. 
Price $1.00 





Flower-of-the-Month Birthday Assortment 
—Each card features the particular flower 
of your friend’s birthday month. Fourteen 
lovely designs in new studio size. Printed 
on parchment. Price $1.00 a box 
G1717—With Scripture texts 
G1817—Without Scripture texts 


Cheer and Hello Assortment No. G2707— 
Fourteen lighthearted true-to-life floral de- 
signs. Especially designed for those friends 
of yours who are shut-in or confined for 
a long time. Friendly and warm sentiments. 
With scriptures. Price $1.00 


Faithful Greetings—Twenty-one tall, care- 
fully ‘designed Greetings. Printed in six 
colors, plus gold and glitter on some de- 
signs. With Scripture texts. 

Price $1.00 a box G1757—All Birthda 
G3757—All Occasion G2757—All Get-Well 


Order from Your Religious Supplies Dealer 
Ask for Beautiful 4-Color Circular No. 137 


The Warner Press 


Anderson 4, Ind. San Jose 6, Calif. 
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tached, you will see why this is so, 
Each branch is not only united to the 
vine by its outward layers but the fibers 
of the heart of the branch pass right 
on through the outer fibers to the very 
heart of the vine. It is a marvelous ex- 
ample of the strength of the tie that 
binds every believer to the Lord Jesus, 


3 

One purpose, and one result, of this 
intimate union is fruit bearing (vs. 2, 
4, 5), and, as these three verses indicate, 
there are degrees in fruit bearing— 
“fruit,” “more fruit,” and “much fruit.” 
We should note particularly that the 
fruit bearing is not the result of the 
struggling and straining and the effort 
of the branch. It comes through abiding 
in, or being linked to the vine, so that 
the life of the vine may flow through 
the branch and produce the fruit. 


bd 
However, as we have seen before, God 
does not violate the free will of any 
believer. He provides every means and 
every grace that is necessary for fruit 
bearing, but He does not compel a 
branch to bear fruit, hence the admoni- 
tion in the words of the Lord Jesus in 
this fifteenth chapter, “Abide in me” 
(v. 4) and “Continue ye in my love” 
(v. 9), and “If ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you” (v. 14). 
4 
Now what is the fruit bearing that the 
Lord Jesus mentions here? Sometimes 
it is mistakenly defined as good works, 
sometimes as winning others for Christ. 
Important as such things are in the life 
of a Christian, they are not fruit bear- 
ing in the sense in which it is used in 
this fifteenth chapter of John. In Gala- 
tians 5:22, 23 wé find that the fruit of 
the Spirit is defined as “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance [self-control].” It 
is possible sometimes for Christians to 
perform good works by sheer effort of 
the will or by determination, but the 
fruit of the Spirit can never be pro- 
duced in this way. It comes only, as 
we have seen above, through abiding 
in the Vine and letting the life of the 
Vine flow through us. When we permit 
anything to interfere with our relation- 
ship to the Lord Jesus Christ, we hinder 
the flow of His power through us, and 
thus either diminish or prevent fruit 
bearing. 
ve 
Note, in these verses from Galatians 
5, that “fruit” is singular, not plyral, 
although there are apparently nine 
words used to describe it. Someone 
has well suggested that these verses 
in Galatians should be written, “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love (joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, self-control).” In other words, 
love is the over-all and inclusive desig- 
nation of the fruit of which there are 
several parts. This thought ties in with 
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the conclusion that the Lord Jesus 
reaches on His teaching on abiding, 


.for He sums it up with the command- 


ment regarding remaining in His love 
and loving one another, even as He has 
loved us (vs. 9, 12). If you will think 
seriously for a moment about fhis com- 
mandment you will realize that it is 
utterly impossible for you by any effort 
of your own to love even other believers 
as God has loved you. Only His love, 
flowing through us, can make this pos- 


sible and can enable us to keep this. 


commandment. 
ve 
Now there is still another relationship 
mentioned in this fifteenth chapter, the 


-Telation of believers to the world, or 


the world-system. Being a Christian 
and abiding in the love and fellowship 
of the Lord Jesus Christ does not mean 
that everything will be rosy and that 
all men will approve of us and treat us 
well. On the contrary, the Lord Jesus 
teaches here that we will incur the 
hatred of the world-system, if we be- 
long to Christ. We shall be misunder- 
Stood, and there may even be times 
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when we shall be persecuted because 
we are linked to Him and seek to do 
His will and follow in His way. But 
this does not mean that we are to be 
unloving toward individuals that are un- 
saved. We are commanded not to love 


the world-system or the things that are 


in the world, and we are told that to do 
so issan indication that the love of God 
is not in us (1 John 2:15). However, 
if the love of Christ is in our hearts, 
it will “constrain,” or drive, us to seek 
to win unsaved individuals in the world 
by beseeching them to be reconciled to 
God and showing them the way of sal- 
vation (2.Cor. 5:14, 20). F 
PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 





Daily Bible Readings on the Internatipnal 
Lessons, issued by the Internatioral 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


February 11 to 17 


Mon., Feb. 11.—Matt. 13:1-13. 
Why Parables? 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “Why speakest 
thou unto them in parables?” No man 
can come to Christ unless the Father 
draws him. That drawing by the Spirit 
is always through the Word of God into 
a God-opened heart (see John 6:44 with 
Acts 16:14). Christ’s parables could 
only be grasped by believers, not by 
unbelievers. Light on this will be found 
in Rdémans 9:14-33. The Lord’s sheep 
hear His voice. Do you “hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches”? Pray 
for a mighty work of the Spirit in the 
hearts of your loved ones. 


Tues., Feb. 12.—Matt. 13:18-23. 
The Sower. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The ‘parable of 
the sower.” Christ is the sower of the 
good seed of the Gospel of salvation. 
It is His Gospel, and He was the first 
preacher of it; and the Holy Spirit is its 
best interpreter. Your state of soul de- 
termines how far the Lord’s good Word 
will sink in and become fruitful. This 
parable gives the status of all Gospel 
hearers. What is your responsiveness 
to Christ’s Gospel? Pray for heart- 
preparation in preachers and hearers, 
essential for revival in your church and 
community. 


Wed., Feb. 13.—Matt. 13:24-30. 
Weeds in the Wheat. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Tares among the 
wheat.” The battleground of souls is 
every place where the Word of God is 
preached. Christ and Satan are in com- 
bat for the souls of men. The victory 
is Christ’s. Despite the mixed condition 
of false professors with true believers, 
“the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them 
that are his” (2 Tim. 2:19). All the 
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Father giveth Him shall come to Him 
(John 6:37). “No man can come to me 
except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6:44). Pray for 
the Spirit of God to do His Office work 
in your family, church, and community. 


Thurs., Feb. 14.—Matt. 13:36-43. 
Jesus Interprets. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Declare unto us 
the parable of the tares of the field.” 
The divine message requires a divine 
interpreter. In answer to prayer God 
gives an understanding of the Word. 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may be- 
hold wondrous things out of thy law” 
(Psa. 119:18). Dr. Torrey used to read 
the Bible on his knees. One is sure 
to get a good uplook if one gets down 
low at the feet of Jesus. Pray for fixed- 
ness in forming the habit of turning to 
the Scriptures for night and day medi- 
tations (Psa. 1:2). 


Fri., Feb. 15.—Mark 4:26-29. 
First the Blade. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “First the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear.” The kind influences of 
the sun, wind, and rain make it possible 
for good seed, sown in good ground, to 
grow. The blade has more blessing in 
store from these beneficent influences. 
As the plant grows more and more, 
these influences bless it more and more. 
Your saved soul will find that its first 
mercies are only samples of greater 
mercies. You can have increasing mir- 
acles of God’s grace. Pray for more soul 
responsiveness to your Saviour and 
Lord. — 


Sat., Feb. 16.—Mark 4:30-32. 
A Grain of Mustard Seed. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “A grain of mus- 
tard seed.” Our Lord uses mustard 
seed as a symbo] of the influence of 
faith and of the growth of the visible 
church. Christ’s parable indicates the 
success of the Gospel, but some think 
that the birds in the parable are akin 
to those mentioned in Matthew 13:4. 
This view of a mixed situation seems 
more in keeping with the parables of 
the “tares” and of the bad fish in the 
net with the good fish. Unhappily there 
are a vast number of “visitors” in the 
ranks of God’s pilgrims. Pray for the 
young people. 


Sun., Feb. 17.—Matt. 13:53-58. - 
The Hindrance of Unbelief. 
PrRaYER SuccesTions: “They were of- 
fended in him.” The sin of unbelief is 
unreasonable and mischievous. Men in 
disbelief crucified the Lord of Glory. Is- 
rael failed to enter Canaan because of this 
sin. This sin excludes men from Heaven 
in the life to come. It is the greatest 
sin. Death in sin and separation from 
God are certain to all who believe not 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
Pray that your dear ones may come 
early to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 









HUNGARIAN 


Dear Sunday School Times Reader: 

































NEVER BEFORE HAVE I WRITTEN 
SUCH AN URGENT AND DESPERATE 
PLEA FOR HELP! 


The bloodletting which the brave little 
land of Hungary has suffered at the hands 
of the invading force of 200,000 Commu- 
nist soldiers and 5,000 tanks is now a mat- 
ter of history. Men, women, children, and 
babies have been massacred, and the dead 
and wounded number more than 100,000. 
This horrifying tragedy is not at an end. 
HUNGARY IS STILL CRUCIFIED UP- 
ON THE CROSS OF COMMUNISM! 


Just a few miles from where I am writing} 
this, is the land of Hungary. More than 
140,000 have crossed this Iron Curtain 
frontier into Austria. Thousands still cross daily. The 
Communists have laid land mines, thus causing death 
to many who would try to cross. It is winter in 
Austria and many of these refugees have to make 
their flight to freedom in subzero weather across ice- 
covered rivers. Thus, risking their lives against great 
odds, and with nothing but the clothes upon their 
backs, they still continue to cross the border. 


From the very first day that the Hungarian refugees 
began to stream across the frontier, the missionaries 
of the European Evangelistic-‘Crusade have been giv- 
ing physical and spiritual aid to these hungry and 
homeless people. 


The EEC has distributed $30,000 worth of cloth- 
ing and food parcels, besides 100,000 Gospels of St. 
John, 100,000 tracts, 10,000 New Testaments; and 
hundreds of Bibles. 

The hunger for the Word of God is so great that 


refugees literally tear portions of Scriptures out of the 
hands of the missionaries who are ministering to them. 


Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 


[ 
HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND | 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. l 

| 





Director for North America 





EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
(Member Mission I.F.M.A.) 


! 
| 811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
| 
| 







Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing 
eee ee to help alleviate the physical and spiritual | 
needs of the Hungarian refugees. 





REFUGEE FUND 








Clothing being distributed by EEC missionaries to Hungarian 
refugees as soon as they are processed by Austrian officials. 


The Bible has been denied to these people for the 
last ten years under Communist oppression. Because 
of this great demand, the Bible supplies have been 
exhausted early. 


As fast as your gifts come in, the EEC is continuing 


to send physical and spiritual aid to the Hungarian 
refugees who continue to stream into Austria daily. 
HELP THESE COURAGEOUS PEOPLE NOW IN 
THEIR HOUR OF DESPERATE NEED. These are 
moments of crisis and momentous change and we 
cannot wait to help the thousands who are suddenly 
homeless, sick, and hungry. THEY NEED YOUR 
HELP NOW! 


I have spent the past six weeks in Austria super- 
vising our relief ministry to the Hungarian refugees; 
and since I speak the Hungarian language, I have been 
able to work more closely with them, and to gain their 
confidence. I have seen their appalling physical need 
as well as their need for the comfort of God’s Word 
and the message of salvation in this their tragic hour; 
and in the name of Christ, we ask you to stretch out 
a helping hand to these desolate people. 


As God directs and touches your heart, please send 
$1, $5, $10, or $100; but send it today and mark it “Hun- 
garian Refugees.” WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND 
WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT NOW! 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


dfs ©. Stews” 


Director for North America 













